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 A New Year and Thoughts  

 Well, that was certainly an interesting experience around Christmas.  Never before have I 

needed to contemplate canceling worship for Christmas.  As it worked out we did cancel our 9 oõclock 

service (wisely I think), and we held our 5 oõclock service.  I had sent Nadia and Mike on their way to a 

family gathering in Chicago the night before (the 23 rd ) and they were able to beat the weather.  Dana 

was held to Fremont by the winds and ôwhite outõ conditions, but Robin High lives close and was able to 

be with us, as well as Mimi Tanner and the QuarterBells (Larry and Jayne Frederickson, Marietta Mor-

hardt, and Andy Dittmer).  To my shock and surprise 288 folks came and worshiped, in a warm and 

meaningful gathering celebrating the birth of our Lord.   

 Anyway, as I begin this new year (having finished 23 years here, now beginning 24) I have a few 

thoughts:  

I hope you all got to the places that were important to you, and had the guests/family members 

reach you who were trying to get home.   

Even the front page of the ôOmaha World Heraldõ mentioned the economic impact of losing part of 

Christmas Eve and having foul weather on the subsequent Sunday.  It will take a few days before 

we know this impact, but it is nice that the paper noticed.  

I remember last winter, when we were divided into 3 areas and needed to use the outside steps 

East of Fellowship Hall to get to the Sanctuary from the North Lot, and to go outside to any-

time we needed to move from one section to anotheré.  And looking at the 4 to 7 foot drifts 

outside Fellowship Hall, think how much fun that would have beené! 

I need to caution all of you.  We have a lot of ônewõ concrete.  And you cannot put salt or other ôice 

meltõ on new concrete.  It will cause it to crumble, and dramatically shorten its life.  We are us-

ing a gritty substance that helps to give traction, but the ice and snow hang around longeré.   Be 

patient and be careful.  We are doing the best we can.  

The building has been re -keyed so those having old keys will find that they no longer work.  You need 

to contact June Fettig at the church office to get a code for entrance through the circle drive 

doors. 

 Most significantly, this Sunday at 3:00 we will have the formal service of Installation for the 

Reverend Nadia Mullin as Associate Pastor for Presbyterian Church of the Cross.  I hope to see many 

of you there for this service and celebration.  

 

Stay warm, be safe, and Iõll see you in churché 

   Kirk 
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Christian Education 
CORNERSTONE 

Midweek Program at 

Church of the Cross 
Spring Semester 

January 6 ï March 24, 2010 
 

Cornerstone is our mid-week program held on Wednesday nights.  By 

its design, the program has fellowship, fun, learning, and music for all 

ages.  We also enjoy a delicious meal served by our volunteer kitchen 

staff.  Cornerstone gives all ages a chance to join our music programs 

and to increase their knowledge of Godôs Word. 

Announcing New ñFamily Pricingò Program Fees! 

 

     1 person - $40.00 

     2 people - $75.00 

     3 people - $110.00 

     4 people - $150.00 

     5 or more people - $175.00 

     Or $5.00 per person/per meal 

 

 

 

 

Adult Education classes 

Rev. Nadia Mullin will be teaching a class using the book, The Lordôs 

Prayer for Today. 

Elder Nancy Nicas will teach a class using the book, Having a Mary Heart in a Martha World. 

 

Classes for Children & Youth 

Pre-school ï Kindergarten ï This group explores a Bible lesson through storytelling, games, crafts and videos. 

Patty Wahlgren and Steve Sloan co-teach this class. 

Grades 1st ï 3rd ï Through games, crafts, and stories, the children will learn about their faith and how Godôs 

Word guides them in daily living.  Sue Thomas teaches this class. 

Grades 4th-5th ï We will study people of the New Testament through Bible passages, crafts and games. Sheri 

Sessions teaches this class. 

Grades 6th and 7th ï With leadership from our pastor, Dr. Kirk Ryckman, the students will explore the parables 

and how they apply to us today. 

Confirmation Class ï 8th graders will be given formal instruction on the Presbyterian beliefs, the scriptures, 

and worship as they seek to re-affirm their baptism and membership in the church.  Dr. Kirk Ryckman teaches 

this class. 

 

 

 
(continued to page 3) 



CROSS CURRENTS Page 3 

Christian Education 

Lost Bible 

 

 One of the precious me-

morial Bibles, housed in Room 

13, has ñwanderedò.  It is a large 

print, NIV translation, with a 

black hard cover.  Inside the front 

is a memorial tribute to Ben 

Brown.  If anyone sees it, please 

return it to the shelf in Room 13.  

It has been gone for some time, 

and we miss it.  Several classes 

use these Bibles.   

 

Thank you 

  

 

 

Shoe Boxes needed for 

Sunday School! 

 
 Please check your closets 

at home to see if you have any 

empty shoe boxes.  We need just 

the bottom half of the box (not 

the lid) and the smaller the box, 

the better.  Weôre going to make 

lyreôs in our Bible Explorer 

classes as we study the life of 

David as a shepherd.  Please 

leave them in the office for 

Sheri! 

 

(continued from page 2) 

Music for all Ages 

Sunbeam Choir (Grades 1-3) and Carol Choir (grades 4-7) directed by Jayne Frederickson & Kristi Treu 

Youth Choir (Grades 8-12) directed by Linda Hulsey & Carrie Boomgarden 

Adult Choirs meet after dinner. Child care is provided. 

 

Wednesday Schedule 

4:30  Registration in Fellowship Hall on January 6th 

4:45 Children meet in The Gathering Space 

 Sunbeam Choir for 1st-3rd grades 

 Class for 4th & 5th grades 

 Class for 6th & 7th grades 

Choir for 8th-12th grades 

5:20  Class for 1st-3rd grades 

 Carol Choir for 4th-7th grades 

6:00 Dinner 

6:30 ï 7:30 Confirmation Class 

6:30 ï 7:30 Adult Ed classes 

6:30 ï 7:30 Chamber Choir 

7:30 ï 8:45 Alleluia Singers Choir 

PER CAPITA  

 Did you know that Presbyte-

rian Church of the Cross will pay 

$24,408.75 to the Presbytery as our 

ñduesò for 2010?  Many families 

choose to underwrite their portion 

over and above their contributions to 

the General Operating Fund of the 

church.  If you wish to help in this 

way, this is the ñPer Capitaò assess-

ment we will be paying: 

 

 $28.75 for a single member 

 family 

 $57.50 for a two-member 

 family 

 $86.75 for a three-member 

 family 

 $115.00 for a four-member 

 family 

 

You may use the Per Capita envelope 

in your box of envelopes, or you can 

simply note ñPer Capitaò in the 

memo portion of your check. 
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Cross Currents 

 

The Cross Currents is published 

bi-monthly by the Presbyterian 

Church of the Cross, 1517 South 

114th Street, Omaha NE 68144-

1799 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN SEWING FOR MISSION  
 

The Presbyterian Women will be holding 

sewing for mission day on Thursday, 

January 14 at 9:30 a.m. in Fellowship 

Hall.  We will be making cool collars to 

send to the troops.  There will be plenty 

of things to do for those who do not sew 

and for those who do sew.  The January 

Coordinating Team meeting will be im-

mediately following the sewing for mission day.  If you have questions, 

please call Diane Kratz at 334-1604. 
 

WEDNESDAY WOMENôS CIRCLE FORMING  

TO MEET DURING CORNERSTONE  
 

We are forming a Circle for women during Cornerstone from 4:45 p.m. 

ï 5:45 p.m. beginning Wednesday January 13.  Please contact Janneane 

Gerot at gerots@cox.net or 933-1594, Diane Kratz at 334-1604 or 

dhkratz@hotmail.com, Judy Arms at 333-9501. 

 

Circle meetings are Bible Study Fellowship groups for Presbyterian 

Women.  This year we are studying Joshua.  We have two Circles, one 

morning and one evening which meet on the forth Thursday of each 

month from September through May in addition to the new Circle form-

ing on Wednesday during Cornerstone.  All women at PCOC are in-

vited to join a Circle.  If you are interested in finding out more about 

Circles, please contact Diane Kratz 334-1604. 

Hiking and Birding 

Club 
  The Hiking and Birding 

Club will meet at Durham Tree-

tops Restaurant at Henry Doorly 

Zoo on January 23rd at 9:30 a.m.  

After breakfast at Treetops, we 

will tour the zoo.  Admission is 

$11.50 for non-zoo members, 

$10.00 for seniors.  Everyone is 

welcome.  Please contact Tom 

Stalnaker, 390-9913, for more in-

formation. 

Presbyterian Church of 

the Cross 
 Thank you for your 

prayers and cards I received in 

the hospital.  A special thanks to 

Kirk and Nadia for all of their 

visits and to Mary Bellmore for 

delivering the flowers and to 

Mary Kern for the Prayer Shawl. 

Glenn Haycraft 

Email received from Tim 

Goodman 
 

 The other night Kris and I 

attended a seminar on Veteranôs 

benefits put on by Veterans Financial 

out of Lincoln, Nebraska.  Our objec-

tive was to see if Krisô mother quali-

fied for any veteranôs benefits (Krisô 

dad served in the Navy during 

WWII) to help her mother pay for 

being in an assisted living facility. 

 

 We were surprised to learn 

that there are substantial benefits for 

those eligible veterans who were on 

active duty in WWII, Korea, and 

Vietnam, and their spouses.  These 

benefits are meant to offset housing, 

health insurance, and medical costs.  

In home care, nursing home and/or 

assisted living facilities are included 

as an expense. 

 

 I am not going to go into the 

details of this seminar, as they are 

lengthy and are better covered in the 

website at 

www.veteransfinancial.com.  How-

ever, in talking to my two brothers, 

who served during Korea and Viet-

nam, I found out that they were un-

aware of this benefit.  Also, I have a 

sister-in-law who is eligible, and she 

didnôt know about these benefits. 

 

 It is in that spirit that I 

wanted to advise you all about this, 

as you may have a relative or friend 

who is eligible and also unaware of 

these benefits.  This is in no way an 

endorsement of Veterans Financial. 

mailto:gerots@cox.net
mailto:dhkratz@hotmail.com
http://www.veteransfinancial.com/
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 

Office Closed 

Happy New Year 
 

2 

3 

10:00 Worship/

Communion 
No Education 

Cross Currents 

Deadline 

4 

10:00 Staff 

5:30 Congregational 
Life 

6:30 Bldg. & Grds. 

7:00 Worship & 
Music 

5 6 

4:45 Cornerstone 

6:30 PieceMakers 
6:30 Chamber Sing-

ers 

7:30 Alleluia Sing-
ers 

7 

6:45 Carillon Choir 

8 

Sr. High Lock In 

9 

10:00 a.m. Un-

decorate Church 

10 

9:00 & 11:10 Wor-

ship 
10:00 Education 

3:00 Nadia Installa-

tion 
4-6 Jr. High 

11 

10:00 Staff 

7:00 CE 

12 

1:00 Tuesday Study 

Bunch 
5:30 Membership & 

Evangelism 

7:00 Womenôs Re-
treat Meeting 

13 

4:45 Cornerstone 

6:30 PieceMakers 
6:30 Chamber Sing-

ers 

7:30 Alleluia Sing-
ers 

14 

9:00  PW Sewing 

Day and Coordinat-
ing Team 

6:45 Carillon Choir 

15 16 

17 

9:00 & 11:10 Wor-

ship 
10:00 Education 

4-6 Jr High 

6-8 Sr. High 
Cross Currents 

Deadline 

18 

10:00 Staff 

7:00 Deacons 

19 

1:00 Tuesday Study 

Bunch 
5:30 Finance 

20 

4:45 Cornerstone 

5:15 PCOC Book 
Group 

6:30 PieceMakers 

6:30 Chamber Sing-
ers 

7:30 Alleluia Sing-

ers 

21 

6:45 Carillon Choir 

22 23 

9:30 Hiking and 

Birding Club 

24 

9:00 & 11:10 Wor-

ship 
10:00 Education 

12:15 Annual Meet-

ing 
4-6 Jr. High 

6-8 Sr. High 

25 

10:00 Staff 

7:00 Session 

26 

1:00 Tuesday Study 

Bunch 

27 

4:45 Cornerstone 

6:30 PieceMakers 
6:30 Chamber Sing-

ers 

7:30 Alleluia Sing-
ers 

28 

9:30 Ruth Circle 

6:45 Carillon Choir 

29 30 

31 

9:00 & 11:10 Wor-

ship 
10:00 Education 

4-6 Jr. High 

6-8 Sr. High  

      

January 2010 
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Presbyterian Church of the Cross 

1517 South 114th Street 

Omaha NE 68144-1799 

Presbyterian Church of the Cross  

1517 South 114th Street  

Omaha NE 68144 

 

Worship                   9:00 & 11:10 a.m. 

Church School                 10:00 a.m. 

Phone:  402-333-7466     Fax:  402-697-9084 

 

E-mail addresses:  

churchofthecross@pcoc.us 

Kirk ï karyckman@pcoc.us 

Nadia-nadia@pcoc.us 

Dana ï dana.sloan@pcoc.us 

Sheriðssessions@pcoc.us 

Juneðjunef@pcoc.us 

Web site:  www.churchofthecrossomaha.org 

Www.organvesper.com 

 
Staff 

Dr. Kirk A. Ryckman  Pastor 

Rev. Nadia Mullin Associate Pastor 

Dana Sloan M.M.    Minister of Music  

June Fettig        Business Administrator 

Sheri Sessions Christian Education Director  

Barbara Elliott  Director, Discovery Preschool 

Robin R. High Associate Organist 

Julie Hansen          Secretary/Receptionist 

Linda Hulsey and Carrie Boomgaarden Director, 

 Youth Choir  

Jayne Frederickson, Kristi Treu, and Mary Lynn 

Bennett               Directors, Childrensô Choirs 

Larry Frederickson             Director, Youth Bells 

Julie Buehler Nursery Coordinator  

  

Next Cross Currents Deadline is: 

 January 17, 2009 

Mailing Date is:  January 19, 2009 

Small Group Leaders for the  
Lenten Study!  

���–�ï�•���ƒ�Ž�•�‘�•�–���–�Š�ƒ�–���–�‹�•�‡���ƒ�‰�ƒ�‹�•�ä�������‡�•�–���™�‹�Ž�Ž���•�‘�‘�•���„�‡���—�’�‘�•��
us and we will be once again joining together in 
fellowship and study for our annual Lenten Study.  
This year, we have selected Parables and Passion by 
John Indermark. The study works thematically 
�–�Š�”�‘�—�‰�Š���_�\���‘�ˆ���
�‡�•�—�•�ï���’�ƒ�”�ƒ�„�Ž�‡�•���ƒ�•�†���Š�‘�™���–�Š�‡�›���…�ƒ�•��
challenge us to grow in our faith and service of Je-
sus Christ.   
 
Each year this study would not be possible without 
people who have a desire to lead and facilitate 
small groups.  If you are interested in leading a 
small group this year, please call the church 
office or sign up at the information table.  If 
you would like to take a look at Parables and Pas-

sion in order to help determine whether you would like to lead a small group, 
there will be copies available with Nadia in the church office.  Thanks in ad-
vance for your willingness to serve! 


