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Lenten Study

The season of Lent will soon be upon us. Lent has always been one of those church seasons the
enter into with mixed feelings. While it is a time of the year that reminds us of our redemption through Je:
susO6 death and resurrection, it is also a ti me
manner in which Jesus humbled himself. The church commonly considers Lent to be a time of spiritua
preparation for Jesusd6 death and resurrection at
the desert at the beginning of his ministry. This is why many people give up different vices during Lent. It
is a time to face temptation and resist it.

In the Christian tradition, the earliest form of Lent was the final season of intense fasting, prayer, anc
preparation for potential church members (catechumens) prior to their baptism on Easter Sunday. Whil
young people in our church might think that attending a weekly class for an entire year is a big commitmen:
imagine giving up 2 years of your life in order to become a member of the church!

The season of Lent offers us a unique opportunity as Christians to observe a time for 40 days eac
year during which we slow down our daily schedules, abstain from different foods or practices which may
not be a benefit to us, and give due attention to our spiritual life. However, | must say that | have always ha
a hard time with the practice of giving something up for Lent. While that is a common practice and it has
many benefits, | think Lent would be better celebrated by the addition of something to our lives, like prayer
fasting, and study.

Here at Church of the Cross, we have the wonderful opportunity to do just that through participation
in our annual Lenten study. Each year we join with our brothers and sisters in Christ from ages past as v

engage in a time of intense study of Godbés word
This year we wil/| be sitting down with some of

pl ore them with the hdhrablesnahd Passibrithrodgm study imsmalllkgisps b o
we will work together to grow as Jesusd discipl:

beginning on February 2Band ending on Palm Sunday. | cannot tell you how many people have come up to
me to say how meaningful their Lenten Study small group experience was in past years. It is a wonderf
opportunity to get to know new people while you learn some new things about God and His word.

| hope that you will consider participating in the Lenten Study this year. YOU qn
register by going to the information desk or to the special table marked for the L { pARABLES u
Study in Fellowship Hall. There will be registration forms there as well as a copy ¢ %;,Q’oh
book (suggested $10 donation). The Lenten Study kicks off on Febrdity Edllowship i
Hall at 10:00am. | hope to see you there! 32

Blessings in Christ, ‘.
Nadia
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Save the Date

Vacation Bible School is going
to be held June 128 from 9:00
T 12:00 noon.

All 3year oldsi 5" grade chil-

dren are invited and encouraged

to attend.

The theme is Baobab Blast an

this is the gathering of the sum-

mer!
This event i s
music, energypacked games,

and amazing Bible stories.
Watch for registration to begin ir
April!

Vacuum Cleaners

Needed

The Junior High Youth
clean the Omaha Street Scho
once a month as their servig
project. They are currently using
just one vacuum for
floors. They would love to have

a couple more to use to make

their work go faster.If you have
a vacuum cleaner that is in gog
working order, please contag
Janneane Gerot @ 93%94.

three

A Note of Appreciation

A huge thank you to
Diane and Paul Holubeck fo
donating furniture for The Grea|

Room! They have given a sofa,
]_
ter, a desk, and carpet remnantsBarb for a tour to visit our newly
for the youth to use in their new

-

two chairs, an entertainment cef

g shace, once it is ready for occy
pancy. We all truly appreciate

their generous donation and afe

anxious to make use of the nige

B!y wi t h

roc

Many thanks to thoseg
who helped to move and trans
port the furni

Paul Mays, Sandy Billings,
OC'Diane and Paul Holubeck an
€ Sheri Sessions.We appreciate
your time and energy in making
this all happen.

Save the Date
? The Senior High Youth
Groupbs talent
day, February 28 Heavy hors
déboeuvres and
5:00. Show at 6:00. Tickets wil
go on sale soon.

=

t

tur e
Hugh Stoddard, Angela Holdrer,

Discovery Preschool

News

Discovery Preschool has
started registering students for the
upcoming year. Look for registra-
tion info in the Narthex or call

updated preschool. 33¥42.

Join us for
Tuesday, February 16th from
6:159 8 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.
Our MDA Hop-A-Thon, Juggler
Renee Croshy and pizza. Call
K BatbGor a reservation if you have
a preschooler to bring.

Our older students are
lined up to go to the Omaha Sym-
phonyos Mi ssi on
the Jewish Community center and
the younger students are going to

t he Kids Body
e Mlcah an

Coffee Fellowship Hosts

1 and Greeters Needed

)

We encourage the congre-
gation to
ship Hostso and
sign up at the Information Center.
This is an excellent way to get to
know your church family and be-
come involved.
gOHanWes\;gqfoquworgW%

t

assigned to the Nor Door

become

D

Sh
nd

~

n

ang are -
s(fownstairs), SQuihcQoor,qop the,
Circle Dri ve. I

been a fACoffee Fe
pl ease donét | et
structions are mailed to you

ahead of time and a Congrega-
tional Life Committee Member
will stop by that morning to an-
swer any questions you may have.
Thank you.

Congregational Life Committee
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Babysitting

Treat your loved one to 4
night out! The senior high yout
group is offering a fuifilled night

of babysitting at the church while

you go out on the town. Pleag
sign up at the Information Cente
if you would like to take advan-
tage of this great opportunity. Th
teenagers will prepare and serve
dinner of macaroni and chees
chicken nuggets, applesauce, c:

rots, a cookie, and milk or watel.

Dinner will be served at 5:30
The youth group has also prepary¢
various games, activities, an
crafts for children of all ages. Th
senior high you
ting service will be Sunday, Feb|
ruary 14" from 5:009:00 at the
church. The youth group will be
accepting a fresvill donation

with all of the proceeds going tof
wards our summer mission trig.

We are asking for at least a $2
donation from each family, bu

anything is welcome and apprecj-

ated! Dono6t f

the Information Desk next timg
you are at church! Please call Ar
gela Holdren at 699236 if you
have any questions.

Bemigr High Youth
Group Seeks Talented

Congregation
1 Members
I t 6s t hat
again! The senior high youth

14

group is preparing to put on
another fabulous talent show
but we need your help. We arg
looking for some brave souls
to sign up to be a part of the
a excitement. If you have talent
e, (and we know you do), please
Ar- sign up at the Information
Desk. We will need all acts
signed up by February 140
ed we can finalize the program.
 The Talent Show will be Sun-
b day, February 28 with hors
thogeoupds dtaby
starting at 6:00. If you have
any questions, please contad
Angela Holdren at 698236.

=

D

What Day is it Today?
If you would have
bought one of our calendars
youdd know the
guest. n., . o]

> rto% ?atte! We??avesalfe%v calen

_dars left. The senior high
youth group is selling the 2010
calendars outside of the sanc
tuary Sundays before and afte
the services. We are asking fo
a freewill donation of $20 to
help offset the price of the cal-
endars. The proceeds will gg
towards our summer mission
trip. Have you looked to see if
you or someone you know
made it into our calendar?
Check it out! There is one on
display downstairs in the Great
Room on the youth group bul-
letin board. Pick up your cal-
endar before we run out!

0

S,

t

1
1

Silent Auction Items

Last year the senior high
yout h group
EVF_}{ éalenbspow. gtaprply did we

ave talented acts for the show,
we also had congregation mem-
bers who were willing to display
their talents in our art gallery and
donate homemade items for our
silent auction. We are once again
requesting items for our silent
auction. Think about what gifts
and talents you have and how you
can offer those to others. We will
have a bidding sheet next to each
item so that when the audience is
mingling and enjoying the heavy
hors dbéoeuvres,

00U flopatefl iems. s Bemg

ideas may Include, but our not
limited to: homemade wine,
bread, desserts, quilts or blankets,
scrapbooks, framed photography,
tutoring lessons, music lessons,
jewelry, pottery, etc. We are truly
appreciative of all of the support
and encouragement our congrega-
tienngves &g, Thafk ybuhin &d-
veanggffér yourassistantedasd par-o t
ticipation in our talent show and
silent auction  Please contact
Mike Morey at 8801680 if you
have any questions.

Don and Millies
Did you know that the 3rd

Sunday of every month is Church
of the Cross day at Don and Mil-
lies? If you eat at Don and Millies
on the 3rd Sunday, mention our
church and the youth group will
get 10% of your total meal price.
Yummy!!

orgar
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Welcome New Members
Brianna and Jared Jorheim

_Brianna and Jared are natives of North Dakota and moved to Omaha
in 2005. Jared is a Systems Administrator at Creighton Medical Cen-
ter and Brianna is a Respiratory Therapist at UNMC.

Jared and Brianna have a daughter Noelle who is 10 month old.

Hobbies for Jared include fishing and softball and Brianna enjoys
sewing.

They were attracted to Church of the Cross because they felt welcome
and at home and they liked the traditional services.

Chad and Emily Justice

Chad and Emily Justice are new members to Church of the
Cross, transferring membership from Hope Presbyterian in
Millard. Emily grew up in Omaha and graduated from
Millard Public Schools. Chad is a native of Texas. They
married in 2004 at Church of the Cross. They transferred to
this congregation because of the beautiful music and building,
and the friendliness of the
band are embers here also. Chad and Emily enjoy spending
time with the Therapy Dog named Penny, and visiting nursing
homes with him.

Mike Mullin
A question often asked of new members is what drew them to Church of the Cross.
That wasnodét necessary in Mike Mullinds
new associate pastor. We know a great

From the time he was five years old until he moved to Omaha in late October of last
year, Mike lived in the Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, area. Raised Methodist, he was active
in youth programs. After graduation from Westminster College in 2004 with a double
major in Music and Christian Education, Mike served as Youth Director for the Com-
munity Presbyterian Church of Bé&von in the Pittsburgh area where he was in charge

of programming for junior and senior high youth, organized mission trips, helped with
Vacation Bible School, taught confirmation class, and taught senior high Sunday
School.

Currently, Mike works at The Afternoon at Westroads in shipping and receiving. He is looking for work in his
field and would also like to teach private percussion and piano lessons. Recently, he conducted a master cl:
for the Millard South High School percussion students. Percussion in his main focus (he especially enjoys tt
drum set and the marimba), and he fidabbl esdo with

Other interests include rock climbing, which he and Nadia used to do once a week in Pennsylvania, frisbee,
and mountain biking. Mi ke and Nadia have recent
point in each of the 50 states. So far, they have marked six off their list. Mike was pleasantly surprised to fir

(Continued on pagg)




