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One Great Hour of Sharing  

 
Jesus said, òDo you love me?  Feed my sheep.ó 

 
 The  quote from Jesus comes from John 21:15 -17.  He was talking to Peter after the resurrection.  But 

the statement reminds us that our love for Jesus is not just something that is intellectual or emotional.  It is a 

love that leads to action.  One Great Hour of Sharing is all about turning love for Jesus Christ into action.  

 

 OGHS was begun with a special radio broadcast on a Saturday evening in 1949.  The goal was to help the 

people of war ravaged Europe.  People were encouraged to give in their churches or synagogues the next day.  

75,000 churches responded.  

 

 Now more than 60 years later many denominations still participate in this annual appeal.  The focus of 

the fund for Presbyterians is three -fold.  The Presbyterian Hunger Program reaches out with everything from 

direct feeding programs, to programs that help communities sustain themselves, to policy work on feeding the 

hungry.  The Self Development of People Fund offers grants to local groups that work from within to strengthen 

people and communities.  The Presbyterian Disaster Assistance is the branch of the church that is one of the 

first responders and best responders to crises and natural disasters.  PDA partnered with Church World Ser-

vice and had baby kits and hygiene kits shipped to Haiti the day after the earthquake.  And PDA is in the situa-

tion for the long haul.  They are still supporting work teams going into the areas of Mississippi, Texas and Lou-

isiana ravaged by hurricanes Katrina and Rita.  Our adult mission trip was very impressed by the work and or-

ganization of the PDA in their trip last year to the Iowa flood areas.  

 

 We encourage members to take the opportunity to set some money aside during the Lenten season.  We 

will give the fish banks out soon to our younger members to begin their collections.  We will receive our OGHS 

offering on the Sunday after Easter (which is the Sunday we will receive our Confirmation Class ð April 11).  

 

 Make your love for our Lord a motivation for this worthwhile special gift.  

       Kirk 
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Bible Explorerôs  

Sunday School 
 

The next topic for the Workshop 

started on February 14th.  It is the 

story of  Palm Sunday and the tri-

umphal entry of Jesus into Jerusa-

lem. There were crowds cheering, 

palm branches waving and Jesus 

riding a donkey. The people of 

Jerusalem were laying down their 

cloaks and their palm branches on 

the road before him, shouting 

ñHosanna to the Son of David! 

 

Leaders for these workshops are: 

 

Sondra Willis ï Art 

Charlotte Thiessen ï Video 

Susan Jones- Drama 

Stephanie Weaver ï Music 

John Bennett ï Games and Puz-

zles 

 

Weôre Updating Our Files! 
After taking a look at our files re-

cently, we have realized that our 

family information is outdated for 

many members.  There is a form 

enclosed in this issue of the Cross 

Currents for you to fill out in or-

der to update our files.  We ask 

that you please fill this out even if 

you are ñpretty sureò we have ac-

curate information for you.  This 

information is important because 

it is what allows us to communi-

cate most effectively with our 

members.  Please fill out the form 

enclosed and return it to the 

church.  You also have the option 

of emailing the information to 

churcho f thecross@pcoc.us .  

Thank you for your help! 

Christian Education 

 

Winter canõt last forever (thankfully!) and summer will be coming 

sooner than we think.  June 14th-18
th
 weõre inviting children ages 

3-5
th
  

grade to join us at an exciting Vacation Bible School;  

Baobab Blast!   

Running from 9am-Noon, this VBS will include great music, Bible 

reflections, recreation, science, and much, much more.   

If youõre interested in helping out with this meaningful program 

we have volunteer opportunities ranging from teaching to snack 

preparation.  

 Whether you can help a little or a lot, if you would like to  

volunteer weõd love to hear from you!   

You can contact either Janneane Gerot at 933-1594 or 

gerots@cox.net or  

Sheri Sessions at the church or at ssessions@pcoc.us  

 

UPDATE ON THE GREAT ROOM!  
 

We have recently received a very generous donation of $5,000.00 from 

an anonymous donor to be used towards the completion of The Great 

Room. This is exciting news!!!   We now have $7, 800.00 which will be 

used to purchase materials and supplies needed to get the project 

started.  We will be focusing on electrical, plumbing, ductwork, and 

other miscellaneous things needed in order to obtain occupancy for the 

room.    The youth and their advisors are meeting with the Great Room 

Task Force this month to look at the blueprint of the room and get their 

input and approval before moving forward.   Watch for future updates 

as we move forward on this exciting project! 
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Cross Currents 

 

The Cross Currents is published bi-
monthly by the Presbyterian Church of the 

Cross, 1517 South 114th Street, Omaha 

NE 68144-1799 

THANK YOU FOR 

YOUR DONATIONS!  
 

The Junior Highs re-

cently received a vac-

uum sweeper from Bryce 

Crawford to be used at 

the Omaha Street 

School. The Jr. Highs mission 

project is to clean the school once 

a month.  They are currently using 

1 vacuum for three floors. This 

will make their work go much 

quicker!  Thank you, Bryce! 

 

 

The youth groups received a gen-

erous donation of a Karaoke Ma-

chine from Cindy and Bob 

Reike.  This wonderful gift will be 

used in the Great Room once it is 

ready for occupancy!  They will 

enjoy using it during their Sunday 

evening meetings and Lock-Ins. 

Thank you to the Reike family!! 

 

With Sincere Thanks 

and Appreciation 
 

 Thank you for your 

prayers, cards, and visits while I 

was at Lakeside Hospital and then 

to Skyline Manor for physical and 

occupational thereapy.   

 

 I am now home and have 

been convalescing. 

Yours in Christ 

Neelo Boomgaarden 

DEACONSô ENVELOPE FUND 
 

One of the special offerings the congregation supports for the work of 

the Deacons is the DEACONSô ENVELOPE.  Monies from this fund 

are used throughout the year for the caring ministries at Church of the 

Cross.  We send Valentine boxes to the college-age youth of our 

church in February.  Each year we recognize our graduating high 

school seniors with a brunch and a gift of a study Bible.  Deacons pur-

chase cards and other expressions of care for individuals in our con-

gregation.  All of these are paid for from this fund.  Perhaps the most 

visible use of these monies is to provide the lunch and gathering place 

for family and friends after the funeral of a loved one.  This is an im-

portant way we show our care and concern in a difficult time of grief 

and loss. 

 

Since not every family has requested an envelope box for their contri-

butions, we are highlighting this fund during the months of February 

and March with extra envelopes in the pews and enclosing one in 

Cross Currents.  Of course, you can simply note óDeacons Envelopeô 

in the memo portion of your check. 

                                   

Spirit of Mission 

 

Volunteers Needed  at Teacher Appreciation 
Day Luncheons  
 

Teacher Appreciation Week is the 1
st
 week of March.  The 

PCOC Mission Committee plans to recognize the teachers at 2 
schools that we support by hosting ñTeacher Appreciation Dayò 
luncheons on: 

Wednesday, March 3rd from Noon-1 pm at Integrated 
 Learning Program (ILP) at 3030 Sprague (the old 
 Druid Hill Elementary School, not the newer one to 
 the north) 
                    and 

Friday, March 5
th
 from 1-2 pm at Walnut Hill Elementary 

 School at 4370 Hamilton 
  

5 volunteers are needed at each luncheon to ñhost, greet, uplift, 
and share storiesò with these deserving teachers.  This is a 
very special celebration for those who teach youth-at-risk.  If 
you would like to volunteer, please sign up at the Information 
Desk or contact Jon Boomgaarden at 334-1946. 
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Church Women 

United Regular  

Meeting 
 

W i l l 

b e 

Tues-

d a y , 

Febru-

ary 23 9:30 a.m. at Kountze 

Memorial Lutheran Church, 

2650 Farnam Street.  Lois La-

Fon will speak about her medi-

cal mission trip to India.  If you 

would like a ride, please call 

Diane Kratz 334-1604. 

 

CHURCH WOMEN 

UNITED  

WORLD DAY OF 

PRAYER 
Friday, March 5, 2010 

1 p.m. at Kountze Memorial 

Lutheran Church 

2650 Farnam Street 

 

Come and join women all 

around the world for a World 

Day of Prayer Service written 

by women from Cameroon 

 

 

All Women Are Invited 

To the 

March Gathering 

Of the Presbyterian Women 

Thursday, March 11, 11:30 

a.m. 

Fellowship Hall 

Celebrate the Gifts of Women 

A Service from Horizons 

For Luncheon Reservations 

Call Diane Kratz 

334-1604 or email 

dhkratz@hotmail.com 

Lunch $5.00 payable at the 

door 

 

Hiking and Birding 

Club 
 The Hiking and Birding 

Club will meet in the north 

parking lot at 9:30 a.m. on 

February 27th.  We will 

choose a local trail to walk.  

Everyone is welcome.  Please 

contact Tom Stalnaker, 390-

9913, for more information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Presents 

 

The Amadeus Piano 

Trio  
Sunday, February 21, 3:00 

p.m. 

Music of Beethoven, 

Smetana, Mendelssohn 

Free Admission 

 

 

 

 

http://www.worlddayofprayer.net/wdp10.html
mailto:dhkratz@hotmail.com
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

10:00 Staff 

5:30 Congregational 
Life 

6:30 Bldg. & Grds. 

7:00 CE 
7:00 Worship & 

Music 

2 

1:00 Tuesday  Study 

Bunch 

3 

4;45 Cornerstone 

6:30 PieceMakers 
6:30 Chamber Sing-

ers 

7:30 Alleluia Singers 

4 

6:45 Carillon Choir 

5 6 

7 

9:00 & 11:10 Wor-

ship 
10:00 Education 

4-6 Jr. High 

5-7:30 Sr. High 

8 

10:00 Staff 

 

9 

1:00 Tuesday Study 

Bunch 
5:30 Membership & 

Evangelism 

7:00 Mission 

10 

4:45 Cornerstone 

4:45 Rachael Circle 
6:30 PieceMakers 

6:30 Chamber Sing-

ers 
7:30 Alleluia Singers 

11 

11:30 PW Gathering 

6:45 Carillon Choir 

12 13 

14 

9:00 & 11:10 Wor-

ship 
10:00 Education 

4-6 Jr High 

4-8 Sr High  
Cross Currents 

Deadline 

15 

10:00 Staff 

7:00 Deacons 

16 

1:00 Tuesday Study 

Bunch 
5:30 Finance 

17 

4:45 Cornerstone 

5:15 PCOC Book 
Group 

6:30 PieceMakers 

6:30 Chamber Sing-
ers 

7:30 Alleluia Singers 

18 

6:45 Carillon Choir 

19 20 

8:30ð11:00 Easter 

Egg Hunt 
9-12 OVS Rehearsal 

21 

9:00 11:10 Worship/

Communion/Pantry 
Sunday 

10:00 Education 

3:00 OVS Concert 

4-6 Jr High 

6-8 Sr High 

22 

10:00 Staff 

7:00 Session 

23 

1:00  Tuesday Study 

Bunch  

24 

4:45 Cornerstone 

4;45 Rachael Circle 
6:30 PieceMakers 

6:30 Chamber Sing-

ers 

7:30 Alleluia Singers 

25 

9:30 Ruth Circle 

6:45 Carillon choir 
7:00 Lydia Circle 

26 27 

28 

9:00 & 11:10 Wor-

ship 
10:00 Education 

12-4 Sr High 

3:00 OVS Concert 
Cross Currents 

Deadline 

29 

10:00 Staff 

6:00 Confirmand 
Dinner/Special Ses-

sion Meeting 

30 

1:00 Tuesday Study 

Bunch 

31 

6:30 PieceMakers 

6:30 Chamber Sing-
ers 

7:30 Alleluia Singers 

   

March 2010 
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Presbyterian Church of the Cross  

1517 South 114th Street  

Omaha NE 68144 

 

Worship                   9:00 & 11:10 a.m. 

Church School                 10:00 a.m. 

Phone:  402-333-7466     Fax:  402-697-9084 

 

E-mail addresses:  

churchofthecross@pcoc.us 

Kirk ï karyckman@pcoc.us 

Nadia-nadia@pcoc.us 

Dana ï dana.sloan@pcoc.us 

Sheriðssessions@pcoc.us 

Juneðjunef@pcoc.us 

Web site:  www.churchofthecrossomaha.org 

Www.organvesper.com 

 
Staff 

Dr. Kirk A. Ryckman  Pastor 

Rev. Nadia Mullin Associate Pastor 

Dana Sloan M.M.    Minister of Music  

June Fettig        Business Administrator 

Sheri Sessions Christian Education Director  

Barbara Elliott  Director, Discovery Preschool 

Robin R. High Associate Organist 

Julie Hansen          Secretary/Receptionist 

Linda Hulsey   Director, Youth Choir  

Jayne Frederickson, Kristi Treu, and Mary Lynn 

Bennett               Directors, Childrensô Choirs 

Julie Buehler  Nursery Coordi-

nator 

  

Next Cross Currents Deadline is: 

February 28, 2010 

Mailing Date is:  March 3, 2010 

 March Birthdays  
2 Nikki Burson 

3 Mary Cramer, Earl Leinart 

4 Melodie Puffer, Drew Ritchie 

5 Chad Bruck, Stan Garner 

6 Aubrey Bruck, Dawn Buchanan, Austin Curtis, Dottie Esbenshade, Julie Johnson, San-

dra Johnson, Luann Knutzen 

7 Josh Gazzetta, Michael Juarez, Laurel Metzger 

8 David Gazzetta, Norma Mitchell, Fred Sacco, Marsha Smith, Brent Uhrig, Brian Uhrig 

9 Elizabeth Swedlund 

10 Lloyd Meyer, Kathy Nickel, Anna Sumner 

11 Euloge Sekle 

12 Noelle Ford, Diane Wetuski 

13 Ivan Dittmer, Dona Golden, Pam Lindsey, Mitch Pirnie, Anna Whaley 

14 Bob Dickmeyer, Chuck Krumme, Grace Leinart 

15 Paul Cornett, Alyssa Lampe, Brenda Soukup, Henry Spann 

16 Ruth Ann Elmore, Glenn Haycraft 

17 Ryan Clancy, Mary Haddock, Kathy Martin, Aaron Stoddard 

18 Scott Coburn, Harriet Hanson, Heather Hawthorne, Sara Lown 

19 Jennifer Bennett, Amy Grossardt, Kathryn Harrison, Stan Hille Dale Kuster 

21 Jill Bobek, Carol Hale, David Moore, Cody Thorson 

23 Nancy Long, Parker Spann 

24 Bob Foehlinger, Carol Lofshult, Ed Ticknor 

25 Cheryl Ebert, David Jahraus, Shirley Morthole, Gerry Reid 

26 Darold Bauer 

27 Karen Butler, Natalie Ford, Paul Kratz, Gladys Kuster, Lissa Treu 

28 Dave Arnold, Jessica Harkness, Noelle Jordheim, Scott Morris 

29 John Swenson 

31 Elise Arnold, Herbert Underwood 

 


