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The Heart of it All 

 
 Many members have already sampled the benefits of some of our special activities during the 

Lenten Season.  We began the season with our simple, yet heart-felt Ash Wednesday service which 

focused on the theme of repentance and featured the imposition of ashes.  We once again organized 

our adult education in small groups, both at church and in homes for a six-week study.  More than 

14 dozen folks have been engaged in this study of parables.  We have heard many comments from 

those who have enjoyed the process that continues into Holy Week. 

  

 Upcoming are three of the most significant services/events in our congregationôs year.  The 

first is for Sunday, March 28th, which is Palm/Passion Sunday.  This day we will feature our choirs 

with a Chamber Orchestra sharing glorious music appropriate to this season (for details ï see Danaôs 

article in this Cross Currents). 

 

 On the evening of April 1st we will once again share our Maundy Thursday Service.  This ser-

vice commemorates the day that our Lord first shared the Last Supper with his closest followers.  

The óTenebrae ï service of lightsô that we share, features Scripture that tracks the events of that 

night as followers of Jesus fell away and left him.  Scripture, song, and light carry the depth of the 

meaning of this dark night to worshippers with great power.  I truly believe that to fully experience 

the joy of Easter, one must first appreciate the suffering of our Lord, which this service introduces.  I 

also appreciate the fact that this service shares communion in the midst of confusion by the disci-

ples, a reality that more closely mirrors that original event. 

 

 Then comes the day of Easter, and we once again have the glorious opportunity to celebrate 

the heart of our faith ï that in spite of the worst that the world could do ï Christ is alive ï and the 

terrible sting of death has been lost to the joy of new life ï resurrected life ï beyond the grave. 

 

 Come be a part of these opportunities, if you are able.  If you have gotten out of the worship 

habit ï make this your new start.  Invite a friend to join you in worship.  (This is a time of year when 

those who are unsettled about a church home deeply desire to find one.)  Ask the church office for a 

DVD of the services if you cannot get out.   

 

 See you at Church. 

     Kirk 
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Christian Education 
April 11 ï May 23rd 

10:00 AM in Room 15 
April 11th ï May 23rd, we will have six presentations of PCOC involve-

ment in local mission projects.  Come and learn about the specific mis-

sion projects of these six organizations and what our church members 

are doing to further these missions. 

 

April 11th ï ñHow Presbyterianôs Do Mission:  Here, There & Every-

whereò ï Keith Allen 

April 18th - Mission For All Nations ï Chelsea Hardymon, Director of 

Operations 

April 25th ï Integrated Learning Program @ Druid Hill School , Vicki 

Vaughn, Principal 

May 2nd ï Siena Francis House 

May 9th ï  Voices For Children in Nebraska ï Kathy Moore and Keith 

Allen 

May 16th ï Habitat For Humanity , Tracie McPherson 

May 23rd ï Omaha Street School ,   John Parsons, Principal 

 

Womenôs Retreat a Success! 

Sixty-six women enjoyed each other and learned more about the ñBad 

Girls of the Bibleò at Camp Calvin Crest on February 19-20 at the 

Womenôs Retreat.  We give our thanks to Rev. Nancy Redman and 

Rev. Nadia Mullin who facilitated the study, and to Sheri Shessions, 

Director of Christian Education, who handled so much of the logistics.  

Also, we appreciate Lori Pirnie and her committee Cindy Rienke, Irene 

Boomgaarden, Rana Johnson, Deb Mazgaj, Kristen Curtis, Deb 

McMullen, Paula Allen, Jean Waters, and Mary Lynn Bennett, for all 

the organizing, leading, and creative ideas for the retreat. 

Forty-four women answered the post-retreat on-line survey, confirming 

the success of the event plus providing helpful suggestions for future 

retreats.  100% of the respondents took away faith lessons from the re-

treat, and got to know someone they didnôt know before!  Ninety per-

cent feel more comfortable getting involved at the church as a result of 

the retreat. 

We appreciate everyoneôs planning, participation, and enthusiasm! 

Bible Explorerôs 

 Sunday School 
 

The childrenôs next topic will be 

on ñFeeding The Five Thousandò. 

It will start on March 21st and end 

April 25th.  The story of the Feed-

ing of the five Thousand is proba-

bly the most wellïknown of Jesus 

miracles. It is a story to help them 

learn to trust God and Jesus 

Christ. It is a story that teaches 

them to never underestimate 

Godôs power to make the impossi-

ble possible. Whenever we seek to 

discern what is possible and what 

is not, we must always figure God 

into the equation. God can rede-

fine what is possible. 

 

Leaders for these workshops are: 

 

Mary Lynn Bennett - Art 

Marietta Morhardt - Games 

Elise Bennett - Drama 

Tammie Will - Cooking 

Sue Thomas - Video 
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Cross Currents 

 

The Cross Currents is 

published bi-monthly by the 

Presbyterian Church of the 

Cross, 1517 South 114th 

Street, Omaha NE  

68144-1799 

Presents 

 

BRASS IN BLUE, The Large Brass Ensem-

ble of the U. S. Air Forceôs Heartland of America 

Band 

With 

Dana Sloan, organ and harpsichord 

 

Featuring excerpts from Respighiôs ñAncient Airs 

and Dancesò 

 

March 28, 2010   3:00 p.m. 

 

FREE ADMISSION 

 

 
 

Palm Sunday, March 28 

 

ñThe Music of Holy Weekò 
On Palm Sunday, the Alleluia Singers and soloists 

will be joined by orchestra in presenting ñMusic of 

Holy Weekò  at both 9:00 and 11:10 worship ser-

vices. 

 

The music will run the gamut from the sublimely 

beautiful ñHoly Is God the Lordò from Mendels-

sohnôs Elijah to the dramatically wrenching 

ñProcession for Good Fridayò by Henri Tomasi for 

large brass ensemble and percussion. 

 

Between these two musical poles come excerpts from 

the Requiems of W. A. Mozart and Maurice Duruflé 

as well as the opening chorus from Bachôs Cantata 78 

(studied recently in Cindy Sloanôs church music 

class.) 
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2010 Teacher Apprecia-
tion Day Luncheons  

 

A BIG THANK 

YOU to the 7 vol-

unteers for each of 

the ñTeacher Ap-

preciation Dayò 

luncheons at ILP for 

29 teachers on 

March 3rd (Hugh 

Stoddard, John Ben-

nett, Bill Ritchie, 

Faythe Harrison, 

Lou Harrison, Kirk Ryckman, 

and Jon Boomgaarden) and at 

Walnut Hill Elementary for 42 

teachers March 5th (Judy 

Schafer, Carol Lofschult, Tina 

Morgan, Kristin Jacobi, Diane 

Guerin, Jim Guerin, and Jon 

Boomgaarden).  Your big hearts 

were ñhugelyò appreciated for 

this ñhands-onò mission event !  

We met these teachers person-

ally and engaged in great con-

versation.  Lunch was beef and 

chicken enchiladas with all the 

trimmings, chips and salsa, pop, 

and cookies.  We praised the 

commitment of these ñspecialò 

teachers, provided each teacher a 

$20 gift card, and maintained 

our ñmission-relationshipò di-

rectly in a very meaningful way.  

The teachers were very apprecia-

tive, honored, and thankful for 

this recognition.  It was a very 

rewarding experience for all ! 

 

 

 

  

     Spirit of Mission 

Welcome New Members 
Jim and Karen Butler 

  
James and Karen started vis-

iting Church of the Cross 

through an invitation from 

Jim and Linda Miller when 

wanting a church home. The 

welcoming Bread of Life 

loaf and information about 

the church were helpful in 

learning more about us. 

Their three children include 

one son in Chicago, another 

one in Omaha as well as one daughter and grand daughter here, that 

Karen enjoys reading books to on Saturdays. Karen is a retired Lan-

guage Arts teacher from Millard Public Schools and plans to substitute 

next year.  They had met Kirk and Debbie  Ryckman previously 

through the Millers.  

James has worked primarily within the phone industry and they have 

lived in several states. He became V.P. Member Services for the Omaha 

Chamber of Commerce since January 2009.  

They are looking forward to becoming involved with the Fellowship 

Group. Please introduce yourselves to them at the 9:00 am service. 

 

Melissa Glenn 

 Melissa is a native of North Platte Nebraska 

and moved from Lincoln to Omaha 4 years 

ago.   

 Melissa served as a Deacon in prior 

churches.  She helped organize Hoby which 

is Hugh Obrien youth leadership for high 

school students and is a financial representa-

tive at TD Ameritrade. 

 

Her main interests are family, friends, trav-

eling and her dog Milena. 

 

Melissa was attracted to Church of the Cross because she like the cohe-

siveness of the church and it is very welcoming.  She found our church 

through the web site.  
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(New Members continued) 

Laura Skipper and Dan Innes 

 

 We want to welcome Dan 

Innes and Laura Skipper to our 

church.  They became members 

on February 14th, Valentines Day.  

Dan is a school psychologist who 

has been assigned to Iowa Special 

Services in Council Bluffs.  Laura 

is a first grade teacher at 

Upchurch Elementary in Millard 

Public Schools  She works with 

Debbie Ryckman who introduced 

them to Church of the Cross.  Dan 

grew up in northern Iowa and was 

involved in youth activities at St. 

Peter Lutheran Church in Greene, 

Iowa.  Laura was raised in Chilli-

cothe, Missouri, and participated 

in youth activities at First Chris-

tian Disciples of Christ.  They met 

at college in Colombia, Missouri. 

 Both Dan and Laura enjoy 

an active life, especially camping, 

fishing and exercise.  They want 

to put down roots and are looking 

for ways to become involved.   

They plan to mary at Church of 

the Cross on October 2, 2010. 

Michaela Sempek and Justin 

Kalkwarf  

 Please give a warm 

Church of the Cross  welcome to 

Michaela Sempek and Justin 

Kalkwarf.  Michaela and Justin 

both grew up in Omaha, where 

Michaela graduated from 

Westside and Justin, a Millard 

South graduate.  They met work-

ing together at Professional Re-

search Consultants and are en-

gaged to be married March 24, 

2012. 

 Michaela has been a 

member of Church of the Cross, 

attending Cornerstone and was 

confirmed in the 8th grade.  She 

was also a member of choir and 

bells.  Justin and confirmed and 

baptized in the Catholic church 

and attended CCD. 

 Michaela enjoys reading, 

going to the gym and spending 

time with her family, while 

Justin also enjoys getting to the 

gym, but has a love for hunting.  

He has been in many competi-

tions for the archery and rifle 

shootings.  They both enjoy fish-

ing during the spring and sum-

mer months. 

 Michaela works as a cer-

tified nursing assistant at Hunt-

ington Park Care Center.  She 

will be starting nursing school in 

March, and will graduate in two 

years with a S.S. S. N. degree and 

will be an R.N.   Justin is working 

on a electrical apprenticeship at 

Local 22, he has 3 years left and 

works for Electric Company of 

Omaha. 

 They want to get married 

at Church of the Cross because 

Michaelaôs parents, Diane and 

Kevin Wetuski, were married 

here.  They both think that Church 

of the Cross has great people here 

and that they are always very wel-

coming! 

 

 

CHURCH WEBSITE  
Many of the announcements on 

this page have more detailed in-

formation concerning them on the 

c h u r c h ô s  w e b s i t e : 

www.churchofthecrossomaha.org.  

Take a look. 

 

 

CHURCH WEBSITE 2  

If you have information to com-

municate about an upcoming 

event or committee activity, share 

it with the public via the church 

website.  To submit information, 

send your materials to: Gail Hille 

(gailhille@gmail.com) or Paul 

Nickel (pnickel5@cox.net). 

 


