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A Confluence of Two Good Things 

 
 At the March 22 meeting our Session acted to commit funds from the earnings of the Endowment for 

Ministry Fund as matching funds to aid in the completion of the Great Room as our óyouth friendlyô environ-

ment. 

 The Endowment for Ministry Fund was established in 1997.  The primary funding for the endowment 

has been bequests from the estates of members of our congregation.  The principal of the gifts remain in the 

fund, but each year certain earnings become available for use for special programs or projects in the church.  

We focus upon projects that need seed money or are one-time events that would not ordinarily be in the Annual 

Budget of the Church.  At times we allow the earnings to accumulate until the right project comes along.  The 

last project we funded was the rebuilding of the Yamaha piano (which was used in the sanctuary then, and is 

now in the new Music Room).  Through gifts and bequests to the Endowment for Ministry Fund great things 

continue to happen for the congregation in the future. 

 The action on March 22nd took earnings from the Endowment of up to $20,325 and made them available 

as ómatching fundsô to other donations for the completion of the Great Room.   

 For those who are not aware of the Great Room, it is the unfinished area in the lower level of the new 

wing of the church.  It was originally designed to be 4 smaller finished classrooms.  But once I laid eyes on the 

spacious area, I envisioned a potential open area for youth activities that could have room for active games, 

multi-media, couches in a discussion area and more.  It would not be finished in the same fashion as some of 

the newer areas, but would have a rougher feel to it.   From the moment I first mentioned this possibility to our 

youth, they loved the idea.  I believe it was Jim Chapin who first used the phrase óGreat Roomô for the area and 

it stuck! 

 There is a task force with lots of youth input that is designing the area, which will also include a large 

storage area for Building and Grounds, Discovery Preschool, or other church needs.   

  

Facts about the project: 

The total cost of the completion of the room for occupancy is not yet firmly established.  I am hearing esti-

mates between $30,000 and $40,000. 

There have already been gifts to the project which total $7,810 to date.   

These funds will be matched by the Endowment for Ministry earnings of $7,810, so that $15,620 is cur-

rently available for the project.   

Our Youth Fellowship Groups are planning fundraisers to help move this project along.  The funds they 

raise and any other gifts will also be matched from the Endowment for Ministry earnings until the project is 

paid for or the $20,325 is expended. 

 

 We have outstanding Youth Groups and leadership.  It will be exciting for them to have this new space 

in which to flourish. 

      Kirk   
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Christian Education 

 

Do you remember attending Vacation Bible School when you were a child?  VBS is an important part 

of a childõs life and you can be a part of that experience!  We need music leaders, teachers, substitute 

teachers, snack helpers, and youth helpers for the week of June 14-18, 9am-Noon.  If you have just a 

little time to give each day or are willing to volunteer your time in a larger role we need you!  Please 

contact Sheri Sessions at the church, 333-7466 or Janneane Gerot at 933-1594 or gerots@cox.net 

Your donations are 

needed!  
The Junior High Fellowship is 

teaming up with the Mission 

Committee to support two great 

causes!  The Integrated Learning 

Program /Druid Hill School and 

Mission for All Nations need your 

clothing and toiletry donations; 

new or gently used clothing and 

toiletry items will go to the Inte-

grated Learning Program school 

students and the more used cloth-

ing items will be donated to Mis-

sion for All Nations for recycling.  

Keep a look out through the 

month of April for our boxes in 

the Narthex and please support 

these important mission activities.  

Thank you!  

Update on The Great Room  
 

Iôm happy to announce that the construction of the storage closet in the 

Great Room is starting this week! 

The heating, air conditioning, and ductwork is being installed first, fol-

lowed by the studs and drywall for the actual closet.   The Building & 

Grounds Committee will soon have a large closet in the NW corner of 

the Great Room to store the extra materials from the building renova-

tion.  Many of these items (sink, cabinets, counter tops) will be used in 

the Great Room kitchen area.   The closet will also be used for some 

Discovery Pre School items.  While this construction is going on, the 

junior and senior high youth groups are planning fundraisers, with pro-

ceeds going to the completion of the Great Room.  The enthusiasm is 

high for this project and we hope to have it completed for the youth to 

use in the fall. 

Sheri 
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Christian Education 
History of Sacred Music 

Spring 2010 
April 18, Session One 

 The Romantic Melody, Sacred Song Recital in Choir Room 

April 25, Session Two 

 Modernism, Turn of the Century Artistic Movements and their 

 impact on Music 

May 2, Session Three 

 Arnold Schoenberg, The Emancipation of Dissonance 

 ñFriede auf der Erdeò Christmas anthem ñPeace on Earthò 

May 9, Session Four  

 Sacred Musicôs reaction to the devastations of two World Wars 

 Benjamin Brittenôs ñWar Requiemò 

May 16, Session Five 

 The Return to the Beautiful 

 Tavener, Goerike, Pärt 

May 23, Session Six 

 James MacMillan 

Class Recital 
 Sunday, April 18, during 

the education hour, ñHistory of 

Sacred Musicò class will present a 

recital featuring Marietta Mor-

hardt, Lucinda Sloan, Mimi Tan-

ner, Kristi Treu and Dana Sloan. 

 The recital will be held in 

the Music Room.  Everyone is 

welcome. 

 

 

Special Thanks 
 

A special thanks to all those who 

donated items or money to the 

Omaha Street School "Cho 

Store". The Omaha Street 

School is an alternative Christian 

high school that gives students a 

second chance. It puts at-risk 

youth on the road to success. To 

reinforce good behavior, teach-

ers give their students cho (street 

slang for money) points that can 

be spent at the Cho Store. The 

store is a key tool in order to 

motivate their students to 

achieve success. 

With all the items and money 

you donated, I was able to re-

stock the store with numerous 

rewards the kids at OSS will 

work hard to earn. Thank you! 

Haley Allen 
 

Discovery Preschool 

News 
 Discovery Preschool sum-

mer school will be held July 12-

23.  Cost is $65.00 for each week 

and ñdrop inò rate is $15.00. 

 

Week 1 

Monday, July 12ðImagination 

Vacation 

Tuesday, July 13ðLets say 

ñHolaò to the sun 

Wednesday, July 14ðSafari Day 

(Water Play Day) 

Thursday, July 15ðTour de 

France 

Friday, July 16ðFun in the Pond 

(Water Play Day) 

 

Week 2 

Monday, July 19ðPanda Bear 

Picnic 

Tuesday, July 20ðGoing Down 

Under (Water play day) 

Wednesday, July 21ðLondon 

Bridges 

Thursday, July 22ðThe Arctic 

World (Water play day) 

Friday, July 23ðJust Bugginô 

 

Contact Barb at 333-8742. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Week of the Young Child will 

have a presentation  at Omaha 

Childrenôs Museum on Sunday, 

April 11 from Noonð3 p.m.   

Everyone is welcome. 
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Cross Currents 

 

The Cross Currents is published 

bi-monthly by the Presbyterian 

Church of the Cross, 1517 South 

114th Street, Omaha NE 68144-

1799 

éGifts and Memorials update! 
 

When items are approved by Session for the Gift and Memorial Items 

List, these items will be noted in the Cross Currents and on the 

church website.   These newly approved items are also added to a bro-

chure, which is available at the Information Center.  The brochure is 

updated as frequently as feasible, but by noting the recently approved 

Session items in Cross Currents and the website, the congregation can 

be kept up-to-date regarding opportunities for giving.  Selecting items 

from the Gift and Memorial Items List enhances the life of our con-

gregation in a truly meaningful manner. 

 

On January 25, 2010, Session approved ñThe Great Roomò project.  

The large, unfinished area in the northwest corner of the lower level is 

called ñThe Great Room.ò  It will be used by our junior and senior 

high youth fellowship groups on Sunday evenings.  It will also be 

used by our Cornerstone youth who arrive early on Wednesday after-

noons.  The Great Room will provide a place for the youth to assem-

ble for fellowship, to play ping pong, pool, air hockey, four-square, 

and to hold their meetings. 

 

In order for this room to be ready for occupancy, there is work that 

needs to be accomplished.  A large storage area will be built first. 

Walls will be insulated, and ductwork for heating, plumbing and 

lighting will be installed. Donations for specific items to finish and 

fill The Great Room will be added to the Gift and Memorial Items 

List at a later date. 

 

Presently, $7800.00 has been donated toward the completion of The 

Great Room. No construction loan money will be provided for this 

project.  Most of the funding is dependent upon gifts and memorials 

as well as some fund raisers which the youth are planning.  So, please 

keep in mind that The Great Room is now officially on the Gift and 

Memorial Items List! 

49ers March Meeting 
 The 49erôs will meet at 

11:30 on Tuesday, April 6 at 

Clancyôs Restaurant:  777 No. 

114th St.  Following lunch, our 

speaker will be a Pharmacologist 

from UNMC.  It will be a question 

and answer program so bring all 

your prescription, over-the-

counter medications, TV commer-

cials, etc., questions you have 

with you.  It may be a long pro-

gram.  For reservations contact 

Merle Marymee, 895-2855 or 

Mary Kuhn, 333-1710. 

 

Hiking and Birding 

Club  

 The Hiking and Birding 

Club will meet at 9 a.m. on April 

24 in the north parking lot and car 

pool to Boyer Chute NWR.  Eve-

ryone is welcome.  Please contact 

Tom Stalnaker, 390-9913, for 

more information. 

 

Summer Camp 

Summer is just around the corner.  

Now is the time to make plans to 

send your child to experience a 

Christ-centered residential camp 

experience filled with fun games, 

meaningful interaction with camp-

ers and caring staff, and unique 

opportunities to try new things.  

For more information, please 

check out our website at 

www.calvincrest.org or contact 

the camp office at 402-628-6455.  

We look forward to sharing the 

joys of Calvin Crest with you and 

your child. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 

7:30 Maundy Thurs-

day Service/
Communion 

2 

Office Closed in 

Afternoon 

3 

Worship & Music 

Flowers 

4 

9:00 & 11:10 Wor-

ship 
No Education 

5 

Office Closed 

7:00 Worship & 
Music 

6 

11:30 49ers 

7 

6:30 PieceMakers 

6:30 Chamber Sing-
ers 

7:30 Alleluia Singers 

8 

6:45 Carillon Choir 

9 

Jr.High Lock In Ÿ 

10 

11 

10:00 Education 

11:10 Worship/
Confirmation 

4-6 Jr. High  

6-8 Sr. High 
Cross Currents 

Deadline 

12 

10:00 Staff 

6:30 Bldg. & Grds. 
7:00 CE 

13 

1:00 Tuesday Study 

Bunch 
5:30 Membership & 

Evangelism 

7:00 Mission 

14 

6:00 Adult Educa-

tion Meeting 
6:30 PieceMakers 

6:30 Chamber Sing-

ers 
7:30 Alleluia Singers 

15 

6:45 Carillon Choir 

16 

Session Retreat 

Begins 

17 

Session Retreat 

18 

9:00 & 11:10 Wor-

ship 
10:00 Education 

3:00 Organ Vesper 

Concert 

4-6 Jr. High 

6ï 8 Sr. High 

Session Retreat Ends 

19 

10:00 Staff 

7:00 Deacons 

20 

1:00 Tuesday Study 

Bunch 
5:30 Finance 

21 

5:15 PCOC Book 

Group 
6:30 PieceMakers 

6:30 Chamber Sing-

ers 

7:30 Alleluia Singers 

 

22 

9:30 Ruth Circle 

6:45 Carillon Choir 
7:00 Lydia Circle 

  

23 24 

9:00  Hiking and 

Birding Club 

25 

9:00 & 11:10 Wor-

ship 
10:00 Education 

4-6 Jr. High 

6-8 Sr. High 
Cross Currents 

Deadline 

26 

10:00 Staff 

27 

1:00 Tuesday Study 

Bunch 

28 

6:30 PieceMakers 

6:30 Chamber Sing-
ers 

7:30 Alleluia Singers 

29 

6:45 Carillon Choir 

30  

April 2010 
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Presbyterian Church of the Cross 

1517 South 114th Street 

Omaha NE 68144-1799 

Presbyterian Church of the Cross  

1517 South 114th Street  

Omaha NE 68144 

 

Worship                   9:00 & 11:10 a.m. 

Church School                 10:00 a.m. 

Phone:  402-333-7466     Fax:  402-697-9084 

 

E-mail addresses:  

churchofthecross@pcoc.us 

Kirkï karyckman@pcoc.us 

Nadia-nadia@pcoc.us 

Dana ï dana.sloan@pcoc.us 

Sheriðssessions@pcoc.us 

Juneðjunef@pcoc.us 

Web site:  www.churchofthecrossomaha.org 

Www.organvesper.com 

 
Staff 

Dr. Kirk A. Ryckman  Pastor 

Rev. Nadia Mullin Associate Pastor 

Dana Sloan M.M.    Minister of Music 

June Fettig        Business Administrator 

Sheri Sessions Christian Education Director 

Barbara Elliott Director, Discovery Preschool 

Robin R. High Associate Organist 

Julie Hansen          Secretary/Receptionist 

Linda Hulsey   Director, Youth Choir 

Jayne Frederickson, Kristi Treu, and Mary Lynn 

Bennett               Directors, Childrensô Choirs 

Julie Buehler Nursery Coordinator 

  

Next Cross Currents Deadline is: 

April 11, 2010 

Mailing Date is:  April 14, 2010 

 

Concludes it 21st Season on  

April 18 at 3:00 p.m. 

Free Admission 

 

 

Jessica Mathaes, violin 

Colette Valentine, piano 

 
Jessica Mathaes is the youngest-ever and only 

woman concertmaster of the Austin Symphony 

Orchestra. 

Of particular interest to those of us in Omaha, is 

that she is a graduate of Burke High School  and 

the Confirmation Class of the Presbyterian Church 

 of the Cross. 

 

ñNothing short of sensational!ò 

-Audio Video Club of Atlanta 

 

 


