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Life

| began the Easter Sermon talking about the women going to the tomb: OThi s mornin
begi ns with a gli mpse I nto one of | i febds most I n
movement toward a task you wanted nothing to do
you were on your way to perform this taskéeé out
n e c e s s iThispast.week | was involved with a similar task. | traveled back to Western
PA. to officiate at the funeral of a dear friend, Donna Miller. She had died at age 50 of
complications related to MS. | had hired her husband Brian as Music Director at my former
church in Lower Burrell, Pennsylvania. The two families became close friends. Our kids grew
up together. We have vacationed at several water spots with them o from a lake in Michigan
to the Jersey Shore, to a Mediterranean Cruise.
At times like this | am so grateful for the message of Easter, the empty tomb, the re-
ality that there is more to life than the span from our birth to our death. | was glad to have
the opportunity to travel and be with friends and share that message with a congregation
back in Pennsylvania.
And in the great mixture of life, | was pleased to be able to return and share Confir-
mation Sunday with ten young men and women who are special to me. Of the ten individuals, |
married four of the sets of parents. | baptized six of the ten as infants here. | have taught
all ten of them for three years on Wednesday. (You see, | teach the 6 " and 7™ grade class
at Cornerstone. One year studies the life of Jesus and one year examines the parables.) So
| know each of the confirmands well, and enjoyed taking them through this new step in their
journey of faith.
This is what life is: full of joys, and also carrying a measure of heart -wrenching strug-
gles. The faith we share together allows the joys to be deeper and more meaningful, and it
allows us to find comfort and strength in enduring the struggles.
Whether you are at a point of joy or struggle, | hope your faith and the supportive
fellowship of believers around you give you added depth and strength to make the most out
of each of | ifeds moment s.

Kirk
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Christian E

ducation

Vacation Bible School is
coming!

VBS is a ti me
Get together with friends
Sing songs

Play zany games

Enjoy sunshine & nature
Have a blast!

Baobab Blast has it

all! Everyone is invited to
join in the fun!

Date: June 1418 (Mondayi Fri-
day)

Ages of kids: 3 year olds throug
those entering'sgrade.

Cost $10.00 per person (includ
a cool tshirt!)

Contact information: Sheri Ses-

sions @ the church office (333
7466)
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Cross Currents

The Cross Currentsis published bi
monthly by the Presbyterian Church of the
Cross, 1517 South 114th Street, Omaha
NE 681441799

Bi bl e Explo
day School
oBbe childrenos

start on May ¥ and end on the
23° They will learn about Pen]
tecost t he A bli
Churcho. We cal

of the Church because it was the

coming of the Holy Spirit on thaf
day as Jesus promised, that e
powered his disciples to shar
Jesus Christ with the world
Apart from the power of the
Holy Spirit, we are incapable of
living and speaking words that
display and proclaim Jesupg
Christ. Anyone who receives th
Holy Spirit has the potential td
esbe changed forever. The Hol
Spirit renews us, drawing us t
l'ive and tell
us.
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Leaders for these workshops are:

Amy Miller - Art

Cheryl Summers Games
Amanda StalnakerDrama
Karen Metzger Video

y ¥ { oo
Sunday School Schedule
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derway with the construction of
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wall and insulation is going up
and before we know it, the stor-
“age room for Buildings and
Grounds Committee will be
completed. The ductwork for
heating and air conditioning is
finished and
bids for the electrical workl t 0 s
exciting to see the work in pro-
gress!

We recently received another
nerous donation of $5,000.00
m afl non%n%GSQjénor hi§ vV ©
wonderful gift will be matched
with the Endowment for Minis-
try earnings, which gives us now
a total of $25,620.00 to use to-
wards the completion of the
Great Room.This is very excit-
ing for all of usi the committee
working on the project and the
youth who will eventually be
using it for their fellowship
meetings. The youth groups are
also planning fundraisers to help
move the project alongWatch
for more details to come in the
Cross Currents!
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Spirit of mission

2010 Teacher Appreciation Mission

In early March, PCOC volunteers honored 29 teachers at Druic
and 42 teachers at Walnut Hill Elementary with Teacher Appre
tion Day luncheons. At each school, the daily dedication of teag
reduces the risk of students dropping out of school and into livg
crime, violence, drug abuse, or financial struggle.

For teachers at the Inte-
grated Learning Program
(ILP) at Druid Hill, the
work is extremely de-

Below: Druid Hill; Right: Kirk Ryckman
and Bill Ritchie serve lunch.

-12 alternative school in
OPS for students with be-
havioral, physical, and

mental challenges. The
school does not have a ‘ : :
PTA to support the teachers or to foster strong parent/teacher rela-

tionships. The following PCOC volunteers served the appreciation

lunch on March 3rd: Kirk Ryckman, Bill Ritchie, Hugh Stoddard,
John Bennett, Faythe Harrison, Lou Harrison, and Jon
Boomgaarden.

Walnut Hill Elementary School is a-B school in OPS near 43rd and Charles streets. Walnut Hill prides it-

self on strong parent/teacher relationships and a successful Family Liaicon
program, but the school has difficulty with parent leadership and raisin
tra money. Teachers often spend their own money to fill the gaps. Th
lowing PCOC volunteers (shown below) served the appreciation lunc

e March 5th: Judy Schafer, Carc
Lofschult, Tina Morgan, Kristin
Jacobi, Diane Guerin, Ji
Guerin, and Jon Boomgaarden

The luncheons featured enchila
das with all the trimmings,
. chips and salsa, soda, and coo
ies. Each teacher received a $1
gift card. The teachers were
very thankful for and honored
by the recognition.

Above: Walnut Hill Elementary




