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Past, Present, and Future

Ordinarily 1 write of one subject with you in a Cross Currents, but today | am going to ask you to
read a little further because events and timing have given me three distinct important items | would like t
share with you. Although quite unrelated the three subjects reflect upon the past, the present and the futt
of Church of the Cross.

The Past

The first thing | would like to share with you is that Dr. Ralph Gerber passed
away on April 15 in Arizona. Ralph was the first installed pastor at Presbyterian
Church of the Cross, following the Organizing Pastor Charles Young. Ralph and his
wife Elinor came here from Lexington, Nebraska in September of 1959 and served the
Lord at Church of the Cross for 21 % years until February of 1981. Ralph was married
to Elinor for 70 years, and they raised four children.

Ral ph was in many ways the o6épatron saintd of
was worshiping in the basement of the first manse on Shirley Street (the second house on the left headi
west from 114 Street). At that time much of the land around the church was undeveloped, but about to
grow dramatically. Ralph guided the congregation from the manse into the building we know as Fellowshij
Hall and Discovery Preschool. After worshiping in that building from Christmas of 1959, the congregation
committed to building the Sanctuary and upper and lower concourse to handle its growth. They dedicate
the new sanctuary in May of 1966.

Ralph and Elinor cared for, guided, and nurtured this congregation until his retirement in 1981. Fol-
lowing his retirement he served 9 different Interim Pastorates in Arizona.

The family asked that memorial be sent to the Ralph Gerber Education Fund at McCormick Theo-
logical Seminary. | will be asking the Mission Committee for up to $1,000 in matching funds for that a gift
to be sent from all of us.

To contact the family directly the address is: 17673 West Acapulco Lane, Surprise, AZ 85388.

The Present

The second thing | would speak of is the present. Your Session was away at Camp Calvin Crest for
weekend of evaluation and planning. There are three distinct opportunities for service that | would ask eac
of you to consider.

The first would be the challenge to consider beirapffee hostas a commitment of service to the
church. With classes From September to May our coffee fellowship could use about 3 or 4 individuals anc
or couples who would be a team that would care for coffee fellowship. This is primarily the making of sev-
eral urns of coffee and setting out cookies for classes and visitors to Fellowship Hall. Contact Nadia or Kirl
or Pam Otto if you are interested.

The second opportunity would be the call to serve on ataskvforce that would tackle issues of
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media, technology and communicatiofsr the congregation. We feel that we have a wonderful congregation
and program, but we are a well kept secret. Can we advertise in new, efficient ways? Can we use network
sites |ike OFacebookd to our advantage? Can we
visual information is displayed for members and visitors to the building to see? We need some idda peopl:
willing to help us reach out in new ways. Contact Kirk or Nadia if this may be a place you could serve.

The third opportunity | would share with you is that now that we are back to two pastors rather thal
three, we will have more opportunities and needsafptiturgists. If you are interested in assisting in worship
from time to time, | will be conducting a class to give people resources for this service. Let me know of yot
interest.

In a congregation our size, sometimes members hang back because they feel there are others who
do any task better. But the reason we are so vital is that members continue to answer the needs we rais
with their time, energy, and effort.

The Future

The future that we must address comes to us in the form of our remaining debt on our building. Tt
oLift High the Cross6 Campaign that we ran in 20
construction project of more than $2.2 million dollars.

From the time we opened the building in August with our Open Hbtlse response has been over-
whelmingly positive. The space we created with construction tied the building together well, offered us muc
needed areas for adult education, music, and secure child care, and set the facility of Church of the Cross u
serve the next generation of members very well.

The receipt of pledges to the campaign has continued to be faithful. As the three year pledge peri
ends in August, it is safe to project that we will receive 100% of the pledged amount for the campaign. Give
the economic realities of the last three years, such faithfulness is a tribute to our members.

As the receipts from the O6LiI ft Hi gh the Cros
exactly how to deal with the remaining débprojected at about $937,000. The choice we face will be to ei-
ther embark on a campaign to pay off this debt, or to develop a plan to incorporateexromgortgage into
the financial budget of the church.

From the time we received and accepted bids on the project, we knew that we would have a debt sor
where near this amount. Since the original project began we have added renovation to the Discovery F
school area, sprinkling to the lower concourse, sanctuary lighting updates, and most recently, repair to t
South Parking Lot to the Capital budget. These were each overdue and much needed.

In the coming next few months | will be working toward the implications of both of these options and
sharing them with you. The challenge and opportunity here is to effectively deal with this economic nee
while continuing our vital and necessary mission and ministry in the name of Jesus Christ.

@mc r aseyouspastor | am grateful for those in the past who served Church of the Cross, particu-
larly Ralph Gerber. And | am grateful for all he did in building up this congregation, and | am grateful he ha
so many years of health and vitality beyond his initial retirement from here.

| am excited about the present. This congregation is as vital and healthy as any | have ever know
Opportunities for service abound, and | hope each of you find your place to serve.

And | look forward to the future with anticipation. The building and renewed staff give us the tools to
move forward as a people committed to Jesus Qhgsbwing, loving, and serving in his name in our commu-
nity and throughout the world.

Thank you for your faithfulness
Kirk
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Some I nteresting ATidbitso fror

During the recent Session Retreat, each of the seven standing committees presented its report. Each comr
tee talked about projects it was working on, and ways in which people could get more involved. One of the
things that we heard from each moderator thase most exciting or meaningful things that their commit-
tee is doing
Membership and Evangelism
« Bread Delivery to first time visitors and the positive comments from those people who received the
bread.
e The new membero6s classes and the shepherd proc
e The new website promotes many opportunities for potential new members.
Building & Grounds Committee
e The building expansion is providing opportunities for additional programs and events.
« B&G is alarge, active and dedicated committee.
e New thoughts and ideas are coming from the new staff members.

Deacons
o Several new task forces are being formed to explore new ideas and additional ways to serve the con
gregation.

o Care receiver relationships with members who are not able to attend church on a regular basis is an
important ministry.
e Advent Dinner is a collaborative effort with other committees and continues to be an important inter-
generational event for our church family.
Christian Education
e The Great Room project is well underway and hopes to be completed for the youth to use in the fall.
e The Womendés Retreat i n February was a huge st
ally.
« Cornerstone Program continues to be an effective program for meeting new people and building on
existing relationships.
Mission Committee
e Omaha Street School received a $5, 000 donatic
goal for school funds.
« The Russian Mission Trip in August includes seven adults from PCOC .
e« PCOC members are actively involved in ALL of the mission projects with more than 6000 hours of
service.
Worship & Music
e The Organ Vespers Service continues to be alive and healthy with attendance growing.
e The use of intinction during occasional worship services has been well received.
e We are looking at some possibilities for new special services.
Finance
e There are many volunteers who count the money on Sunday, process the money and take it to the
bank. We appreciate these dedicated volunteers.
« There is an effective procedure in place for reviewing the monthly financial statements.
e There is also an annual review of the financial records by a committee of members who are familiar
with accounting procedures.
Congregational Life
« The Cookie Ministry is selsupporting and will continue during Coffee Fellowship time.
e The Lenten Study involved 160 adults and was deemed very successful.
e The wide spread participation of-ahurch events is rewarding.
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Christian Education

Vacation Bible School is
coming!

Calling everyone from east to
west ée.

BAOBAB BLAST is the Get-
Together of the summer!

What is a BAOBAB??? Baobal
iS a gigantic tree found in Africa
that grows to 98 feet high and 3
feet wide. Baobab trees are one
the worl dbés ol d

place for people (and children) t

gather, discuss and share storigs.

The Baobab tree is a symbol ¢
community!

Dates: June 1418 (Monday
through Friday)

Time: 9:007 12:00 noon

Age: 3 year oldg 5" grade
Cost: $10.00 which include a
VBS t-shirt

Contact: Sheri Sessions at the
church office (3337466)

Registration forms are now
available at the Information Desk
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Jom Us At VBS!
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Baobab tree serves as a meetipg

Update on the
Great Room

The progress on The Grea
Room is moving right along!
The storage room is almost
completed and will be painted
this week! The bids on the
electrical wiring are still in
process, but that will be the
next thing to be installed. The
$5,000.00, gonatlo that we

rbckived haf erffbiet
us to keep the project moving
This generous donation was
matched with the funds from
the Endowment for Ministry
earnings which gives us more

money to use towards the com¢

pletion of this project!

| 6m happy t o

Matthew Bennett will be doing
his Eagle Scout Project in The
Great Room! He will be con-
structing a large 6 foot area for
coats and another 6 foot are;
for the youth to house their

boom box and speakers. This

will also be enjoyed by all the
youth during their evening fel-
| ows hi p meet i
fortunate to have such talentec
and dedicated youth in our
church to help with projects
like these.

Sheri

1 $BC.

i

Discovery Preschool
News

Please call Barb, 333
8742, for a tour or registration in-
formation for fall or summer
school, July 123.

Our school picnic is
Wednesday, May 12-8 p.m.

Safety Committee at

Workd

The Safety Committee has re-
sponded to the r
world by providing Presbyterian
Church of the Cross with proce-
dures to follow in case of emer-
gency. Included in this Cross
Currents are two documents (on
bright cherry colored paper). One

gdtMe SHVBrE WeatheNEnkrgency

Procedure, the other lists the loca-
tions around the building of First
Aid Kits and the Disposable Clean

-Up Kits which fce
prompt clearup of vomitus,
uri ne, bl ood, fec

the Center of Disease Control U.S.
Dept. of Health and Human Ser-
vices in compliance with the
guidelines of OSHA, EPA &

Webdr e SO

Cross Currents

The Crossis published bimonthly by the
Presbyterian Church of the Cross, 1517
South 114th Street, Omaha NE 68144
1799




CROSS CURRENTS

Pageb

Spirit of Mission

it

Special Olympics Mission
Opportunity

Presbyterian Men and the Mis-
sion Committee invite you to ba
lunches for the athletes, coachg¢

and volunteers participating in the

2010 Special Olympics of Ne
braska State Summer Games
Saturday, May 22nd, from-80

a.m. at Creighton University. We

eat breakfast in Becker Hall an
then bag hundreds of lunches

the Student Union. Prayfully cont

sider serving in mission outreac
in this way. This will be our 5
year supporting this activity

Please sign up at the Informatign
Jon

Center and contact
Boomgaarden with questions &
3341946.

CHURCH WOMEN UNITED
FUND RAISER FOR UTA

HALEE

‘ The Church Women United
% is partnering with Shucks
MW/ and Baileyos
" Tuesday, May 4 to raise
money for Uta Halee Girls Village
Shucks and Bail e
of your food bill to Uta Halee Girls
Village and all you need to do is ed
at Shucks or Bai
l eyds i s 1jostsoutheof

Pacific and is open for breakfast arjd

lunch. Shucks is located at 119
south of Pacific and in the Shops
Legacy on 168 and Center. The
Shucks stores are open for lunch a
dinner. Please support the girls

Uta Halee and join the Churclp

Wo me n Uni ted at
Shucks on Tuesday, May 4. If you
would like more information about
Uta Halee Girls Village, you can
check out their website at:

49ers

The 49ers will meet af
11:30, Tuesday, May 4, fo

Frances Street. There will b

two choices for lunch. Contag
g Donna Turner, 398643, or
hsMary Kuhn, 3331710, for fur-
L, ther information.

Paid reservations $9.0(

hphecessary by Thursday, April 2

to Donna Turner, 10214 Wrigh
L, Street, Omaha NE 68124.
H Following lunch, Dr. Lee
n Simmons, long time Director of
Henry Doorly Zoo, will speak on
hWfADi sappearing
Wil do and ot he
ics!

Friday Night Gourmet
Friday Night Gourmet
will be meeting on May 14 for g

18

A

Mexican restaurant located 4
1207 South 157 Street. We wi
order from the menu and hay
separate checks. Please cont
hosts: Nancy and Don Drews 4§
RB235923 arCaral argd StamHal
at 9653722. Hope to see you a
there. There will be a sigmp

Y &heet Wt thel InfétAdlicht Cents
also.

Hikihg ghel Bitding
Club

The Hiking and Birding
At Club will meet in the north park-
ing lot at 9 a.m. on May 22

1

At March 27, we will plan on trav-

eli to the Rlverfront for a

%{ga An o tlonal mear? (gt ar
Old Market restaurant will fol-
low. All are welcome. Contac]
Tom Stalnaker, 399913, if you
need more information

lunch at Lakeside Village, 1747%

6:30 p.m. dinner at Hector$

dsince we were rained out op

May Birthdays
1 Jerry Cornett, Jean Lynn
2 Anne Flairty, Adrian Hinz,
Lucah Sekle, Kathy White
Doug Gollehon, Duncan
Koch, Ben Miller, Mary Ann
Pederson, Sherryl Shannon
Janet Burnham, Peyton Ho-
lubeck
Fred Bekins, Jerry Bland,
Twink DeRoin, Charles Frenk,
Joan Sacco
Juli Kistler, Joshua McFadden,
Marian Petersen, Don Sievers,
Laura Skipper

10 Catherine Brady, Bob Pierson
Ald Donald Gould,iLynettetOlsen,
r @BabpitSwedland, Robgrt t o p -

Wright

12 Ethel Pauba

13 Mark Brady, Carl Greiner

14 Kendall Kahler, Morgan Koch

15 Neelo Boomgaarden, Michael
5 Shannon
it 16 Jim Butler
| 17 Emma Boe, Jane Fry
e 18 Paige Knight, Jordan Rearick
ncll9 Nancy Nicas
it 20 Sarah Gerot, Paul Stiles,
3] David Thorson

| 22 Gary Lynn
23 Phyllis Armstrong, Teresa
Iy 0 YBunjer
24 Daley Gibson, Melissa Glenn
%5 Owen Rock, Patti Sparks
I5atty Hindman, Don Jones,
Matt Kahler, Virginia Van-
Surksum
27 Robert Barber, Elaine Holdren
28 Annie Johnson
29 Matt Kluck, Cameron Martin
30 Chad Couillard, Heather
Mcintyre-Haas, Don Thorson
31 Charles Myers, Eric Sitzman,
Becca Whitlow

www.utahaleecooper.org
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Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

2 3 4 5 6 7 8
9:00 & 11:10 Wor- | 10:00 Staff 11:30 49ers 9:00 Library Com- | 10-11:30 Discovery | 10-11:30 Discovery
ship 5:30 Congregational| 1:00 Tuesday Study| mittee Mother Day Teas Mother Day Teas
10:00 Education Life Bunch 6:30 PieceMakers
12:00 New Member | 6:30 Bldg. & Grds. 6:30 Chamber Sing-
Class 7:00 CE ers
4-6 Jr. High 7:00 Worship & 7:30 Alleluia Singers
6-8 Sr. High Music
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
9:00 & 11:10 Wor- | 10:00 Staff 9:00 Library Com- | 6:30 PieceMakers | 10:00 PW Coordinat| 6:30 Friday Night Jr. High Retreat
ship mittee 6:30 Chamber Sing-| ing Team Gourmets
10:00 Education 5:30 Membership & | ers Jr. High Retreat
Cross Currents Dea Evangelism 7:30 Alleluia Singers
line 7:00 Mission 6-8 Discovery Pre-
school Picnic
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
9:00 & 11:10 Wor- | 10:00 Staff 5:30 Finance 9:00 Library Com. 9:00 Hiking and
ship 7:00 Deacons 5:15 PCOC Book Birding Club
10:00 Education Group
Senior Brunch 6:30 PieceMakers
Pantry Sunday 6:30 Chamber Sing-
4-6 Jr. High ers
6-8 Sr. High 7:30 Alleluia Singers
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
9:00 & 11:10 Wor- | 10:00 Staff 9:00 Library Com- | 9:30 Ruth Circle
ship/Communion 7:00 Session mittee 7:00 Lydia Circle
10:00 Education 6:30 PieceMakers
CE Recognition
4-6 Jr High
12-3 Sr High
Cross Currents Dea
line
30 31
10:00 Worship Office Closed

11-1 p.m. Pancake
Man
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1% Tuesday Fundraiser

TO BENEFIT Uta Halee

Uta Halee ¥4

rton
Come on out t@ <how your supp@

y 4,2010 e

10%

of your Check* will be
donated to Uta Halee

* Check total betore tax and tp.

‘ ¢
Pailey’s
Doreactost &8 unch

120* & Pacific

SHUCKS

b5, FISH HOUSE r—"
“ESF OYSTER BAR il n hes tough

o i 3] especially in these tough times...

when they need it the mas-t!.l_

168™ & Center = | 19* & Pacific wew.absolutalyfresh com
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Presbyterian Church of the Cross
1517 South 114th Street
Omaha NE 68144

Worship 9:00 & 11:10 a.m.
Church School 10:00 a.m.
Phone: 4023337466 Fax: 402697-9084

E-mail addresses:
churchofthecross@pcoc.us

Kirk i karyckman@pcoc.us
Nadia-nadia@pcoc.us

Danai dana.sloan@pcoc.us

Sherid ssessions@pcoc.us

Juned junef@pcoc.us

Web site: www.churchofthecrossomaha.org
Www.organvesper.com

Staff

Dr. Kirk A. Ryckman Pastor
Rev. Nadia Mullin Associate Pastor
Dana Sloan M.M. Minister of Music
June Fettig Business Administrator
Sheri Sessions Christian Education Director
Barbara Elliott Director, Discovery Preschool
Robin R. High Associate Organist
Julie Hansen Secretary/Receptionist
Linda Hulsey and Carrie Boomgaarden Director,

Youth Choir
Jayne Frederickson, Kristi Treu, and Mary Lynn
Bennett Directors, Chifil drenso
Julie Buehler Nursery Coordinator

Choirs
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1517 South 114th Street
Omaha NE 681441799

Next Cross Currents Deadline is:
May 9, 2010
Mailing Date is: May 12, 2010
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