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Reaching Out 
 

 On Sunday, May 2 our congregation reached out to neighborhoods around the church and 

distributed flyers by hand for the second time in a year.  This involved teams going door to door and 

giving a little bit of information about the church and some óvisitor friendlyô upcoming events.  I 

know this is not something Presbyterians are used to ï but it has been helpful in making stronger 

connections with the neighborhoods nearest us.   

 

 The first flyer was about the August óOpen Houseô when we first showed off our new build-

ing.  We knew that neighbors had seen the construction evolve over the year and had a certain level 

of curiosity ï so we invited them to come and see, and several did come.  The May 2 flyer shared 

news about our summer Vacation Bible School, the Pancake Man, a summer Garage Sale, and Dis-

covery Preschool ï all information that might be of interest to someone who wasnôt quite sure about 

coming to worship ï but might want to try one or more of these events.   

 

 We have enclosed one of the flyers in this Cross Currents.  Most of you already have the in-

formation on the flyer in one form or another.  What I would encourage you to do is to share the 

flyer with a friend or neighbor who might be interested in one of the events.  This gives you a way to 

reach out to a friend with some general information that is fairly low-key. 

 

 One of the things that all of us need to remember is that the number one way to encourage a 

visitor to come to a new church ï is for a friend to invite them.  This is far more effective than mail-

ing campaigns, tv and radio advertising, or anything else.  Often it gives the friend a chance to sam-

ple a new worship experience and not feel like a complete stranger among strangers.  We arenôt 

seeking to pull people who are active from another congregation to ours ï but many people have 

drifted away from active involvement in church, and need a church home.  Some have moved and 

not settled into a church, some have drifted away but are now ready to begin again, some have had 

dramatic changes in their worship and can no longer find traditional worship where they used to be-

long.  There are many reasons. 

 

 With summer coming and that slightly more relaxed sense of gathering settling over our gath-

erings on Sunday mornings ï it is a great time to invite that friend, co-worker, or neighbor to join 

you in coming to church.  On Memorial Day weekend we will start our summer schedule with a sin-

gle service at 10 a.m..  Right after that service of worship ï there are pancakes to be enjoyedé!!!  

Donôt just sit thereé.  Invite someoneé! 

See you in church. 

     Kirk 
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Christian Education 
MOPS ï Mothers of 

Preschoolers 

 
 What is a MOPS group?  

MOPS is Mothers of Preschoolers 

ages birth to 5 years of age.  

MOPS is a great way to build rela-

tionships and connect with other 

moms to socialize and have dis-

cussions on how to become a bet-

ter Mom.  Itôs an outreach minis-

try to moms centering on a variety 

of topics. 

 

 We are currently in the 

process of exploring the possibil-

ity of organizing a MOPS group 

here at PCOC.  A taskforce is now 

being formed to learn more about 

the MOPS program.  Anyone who 

is interested in learning more 

about the MOPS organization  is 

invited and encouraged to attend a 

meeting on Tuesday, May 25th at 

7:00 P.M.  The MOPS coordinator 

from Christ Community Church is 

coming to talk to us about the pro-

gram, and to share her expertise 

and enthusiasm for the program.  

For more information, please con-

tact Sheri at the church office, 333

-7466. 

 

YOUTH GARAGE 

SALE!  
 

Saturday, June 26th the 

church youth will be having a 

garage sale to raise funds for 

the completion of the Great 

Room and their new Youth 

Room!  We will be taking do-

nations during the following 

dates and times: 

Thurs. June 24th; 5-7pm 

Fri. June 25th; 5-9 pm 

 

 

The sale will take place from 

8am-2pm on Saturday, June 

26th in the future Great Room 

and all donation drop-offs will 

be taken there as well.  If you 

are willing to help our youth 

by donating your time to this 

event we are dividing each of 

the donation evenings and the 

sale day into 2 hour shifts.  

You can contact Janneane 

Gerot at 933-1594 or 

gerots@cox.net to volunteer to 

take one or more shifts or for 

any other questions regarding 

the sale.  Thank you for your 

support! 

MORE PROGRESS 

IN THE GREAT 

ROOM   

 Since the last issue of the 

Cross Currents, a lot of work has 

been done in the Great Room!  

Weôre making steady progress 

every day, with the hopes of 

having the Great Room com-

pleted and ready for the youth to 

use in the fall! 

The large storage room has 

been painted. 

The studs for the dry wall 

have been hung on the north, 

south and west walls. 

The electrical work has been 

started. 

The window frame for a new 

window on the east end has 

been ordered. 

New handrails for the stair-

way to the north entrance 

have been installed. 

 The work continues but 

not without the generosity of 

time and money by many mem-

bers of our congregation. 

 We received a generous 

donation of $1,000.00 from the 

Junior High Fellowship group 

which was matched with funds 

from the Endowment for Minis-

try earnings. 

 We received another 

generous donation from Judy 

and Larry Keating in honor of 

their 5 grandchildren.  This do-

nation was also matched with 

funds from the Endowment for 

Ministry money. 

 Our total donations so 

far have reached $37,620.00!!  

(Continued on page 3) 

mailto:gerots@cox.net
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Christian Education 
Thank you to everyone who has 

helped in so many ways!  It is ex-

citing for all of us to see this space 

take shape into something won-

derful for our youth.  As you 

know, they are the future of our 

church!  

Sheri 

 

Many Thanks 
Iôd like to acknowledge all the 

volunteers who came out last 

week to paint the storage room in 

The Great Room.  We appreciate 

all the time and effort you gave to 

prime the walls and then add two 

coats of paint to the room, both 

inside and outside!  This project 

took a crew of 19 people to get the 

job done. Some of them came two 

nights!  We appreciate your will-

ingness to help!  A big word of 

THANKS goes to: 

Bill Ferrand 

Matt Will  

Haley Allen 

Karen Metzger 

Zach Metzger 

Chris Erickson 

Collin Erickson 

Frank McMullen 

Gary Lippstreau 

Bob Knightly 

Ethan Bennett 

Henry Arms 

Joan Boomgarden 

Kristen Johnson 

McKenzie Johnson 

Jim Chapin 

JoanGayle Chapin 

John Bennett 

Jim Halbersleben 

Sheri 

(Continued from page 2) Thank You 
 A big ñthank youò to 

the congregation for all the do-

nations to the Junior High Fel-

lowship clothing drive to sup-

port Mission for All Nations 

and the Druid Hill/ILP School.  

We always appreciate the sup-

port and generosity of our con-

gregation! 

 

THANK YOU FROM 

THE C.E. COMMIT-

TEE 

Last Sunday we had 26 volun-

teers who helped us hand out 

flyers in the nearby commu-

nity.  The flyers advertized our 

Vacation Bible School, The 

Pancake Man, The Garage Sale 

in June and the Discovery Pre-

school Summer School Pro-

gram. Many thanks to every-

one who took time out of their 

Sunday afternoon to help 

spread the word about our ex-

citing church programs this 

summer.   

Paula & Keith Allen, Kevin & 

Kristen Curtis, Jim & Joan-

Gayle Chapin, Jim & Art Hal-

bersleben, Jean & Clarence 

Waters, Beth & Colleen 

McGrath, Don & Teresa 

Thorson, Pam & John 

Swenson, Julie Buehler, Corah 

& McKenzie Johnson, Danny 

Whitlow, Bob Knightly, John 

Morey, Laurie Stiles, Amy 

Perina, Zach Metzger & Mary 

Lynn Bennett. 

Discovery News Notes 
 Do your neighbors, friends 

and families know about our Pre-

school?  Please reach out.  Call 

Barb for a tour, 333-8742, and 

registration information. 

 

 

THANKS  
 

The annual Spring Clean-

Up Day, Saturday, April 24th, was 

deemed a success by those who 

participated in the fun. 

 

 A huge thanks goes to all 

those folks who pitched in to help:  

Bob Knightly, our organizer, 

Henry Arms, Jim Chapin, Joan 

Gayle Chapin, Bill Ferrand, Dave 

Gazzetta, Tim Goodman, Jim Hal-

berslaben, Doug Hartman, Joanie 

Hartman, Reva Knightly, Bill 

McDowell, Frank McMullen, Don 

Metzger, Zach Metzger, Dave Pe-

derson, Doug Reid, Jeff Swenson, 

John Swenson, Jean Waters, Joe 

Weaver, Stan Weyand and Roy 

Willis. 

 

 Thanks also to Frank 

McMullen for providing the 

snacks for all who participated.  It 

was a grand day!  MISSION AC-

C O M P L I S H E D !   T H E 

GROUNDS LOOK GREAT! 
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Cross Currents 

 

The Cross Currents is 

published bi-monthly by the 

Presbyterian Church of the 

Cross, 1517 South 114th 

Street, Omaha NE  

68144-1799 

Say Cheese!   

Itôs Pictorial Directory 

Time! 

 Put on your best smile and 

join us as we take pictures for a 

new church pictorial directory!  

Olan Mills Photography will be 

here July 15-17 and August 2-7 to 

take pictures of your families, 

couples, and individuals for our 

new church directory.  Mark your 

calendars and get ready to sign up 

for a photography session!  Stay 

tuned!  More details on specific 

times and how to sign up for your 

photography session will be com-

ing soon. 

 

Circle Meeting 
 The Lydia Circle will meet 

on May 27th at 7:00 p.m. at the 

home of Ardys Hansum, 10934 

Olin Avenue. 

The Presbyterian 

C o o r d i n a t i n g 

Team will meet 

on Thursday, 

May, 13, 2010 at 

10 a.m. in the 

Church Library.  The sewing 

for Mission Day is Thursday, 

June 10, 2010 at 9:30 a.m.  We 

will be sewing the Christmas 

Stockings for the Prison Minis-

tries.  You do not need to 

know how to sew as we will 

have plenty of cutting to do 

before we sew.  Please join us 

for this important mission pro-

ject. 
 

 

MAY 

FRIENDSHIP 

DAY 

 

The Church 

Women United will be holding 

the May Friendship Day on 

Tuesday, May 25 9:30 a.m. at 

Kountze Memorial Lutheran 

Church.  The theme is ñLiving 

the Vision.ò  We will be pre-

senting the 2010 Valiant 

Woman Award.  After the 

meeting, we will be having a 

pot luck salad luncheon.  If 

you are interested in attending, 

please bring a salad.  If you 

would like a ride to Kountze, 

please telephone Diane Kratz 

at 334-1604.   Check out our 

Church Women United ï 

Omaha website: http:/ /

members.cox.net/cwu_omaha 

and become a Facebook friend 

for Church Women United ï 

Omaha. 

 

 
. 

 

Thank You for Your 

Support 
Thank you for supporting our 

Presbyterian Women's Programs 

and the Missouri River Valley 

Presbyterian Women's Pro-

grams.  Because of our congre-

gationôs generosity, we were 

able to help support the women's 

hygiene program at the Mission 

for All Nations Program.  Many 

of the churches in our Presby-

tery gave check donations to 

help fund this program.  This 

was a "hands on mission" for 

our April 10th MRVPW Meet-

ing at Bethany Presbyterian 

Church in Council Bluffs.   

  

Thank you also for your gener-

osity in helping us support "The 

Great Presbyterian Disaster Kit 

Haul" which was started by 

MRVPW of Homestead and 

Central Nebraska Presbyter-

ies.  Our Mission Committee 

matched the funds that we re-

ceived that one Sunday morning 

in addition to the items brought 

by our congregation so that we 

were able to fill 63 Hygiene Kits 

plus pay an additional $2 per kit 

for them to be shipped either to 

Haiti or Chile.  A big thank you 

to our Moderator, Diane Kratz 

and the women of Ruth Circle 

who put the kits together at their 

April meeting so that we were 

able to get them on the truck 

coming through on I-80 on April 

26th.   

  

Ruth Madison,  

MRV PW Together in Service 

Coordinator.    

http://members.cox.net/cwu_omaha
http://members.cox.net/cwu_omaha
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Special Olympics Mission 

Opportunity  
 Presbyterian Men and the Mis-

sion Committee invite you to bag 

lunches for the athletes, coaches 

and volunteers participating in the 

2010 Special Olympics of Ne-

braska State Summer Games on 

Saturday, May 22nd, from 6-10 

a.m. at Creighton University.  We 

eat breakfast in Becker Hall and 

then bag hundreds of lunches in 

the Student Union.  Prayfully con-

sider serving in mission outreach 

in this way.  This will be our 15th 

year supporting this activity.  

Please sign up at the Information 

Center and contact Jon 

Boomgaarden with questions at 

334-1946. 

 

 

Hiking and Birding 

Club 
 The Hiking and Birding 

Club will meet in the north park-

ing lot at 9 a.m. on May 22nd.  

Since we were rained out on 

March 27 we will plan on travel-

ing to the Riverfront for a walk.  

An optional meal at an Old Mar-

ket restaurant will follow.  All are 

welcome.   Contact Tom Sta-

lanker, 390-9913, if you need 

more information. 

 

 

The Pancake 

Man 

Sunday, May 30 
Invite a fr iend, 

neighbor, relative to church and 

stay for breakfast with the 

ñPancake Manò on Sunday, May 

30 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.  Pan-

cakes, sausage, orange juice, 

milk and coffee will be served.  

Cost is $4.00 for adult, $2.00 for 

child, and $12 maximum per 

family.  Proceeds will go to ñThe 

Great Roomò.  Join the church 

family for a fun time!!! 

 

49ers June Meeting 
The 49ers will meet at the 

Lauritzen Gardens, 100 Bancroft 

Street, on Tuesday, June 1st at 

11:30.  the cost to enter the gar-

dens is $7.00 and for the trolley 

tour $3.00.  We will have lunch 

together before the tour of the 

gardens. 

For reservations please call Pat 

Caldwell at 339-5295 not later 

than Friday, May 21st.  If you 

would prefer to meet at the 

church to carpool please let Pat 

Caldwell know. 

 

Attention Fellowship 

Club!  

Itôs time again for our semi-

annual wine tasting at Wine 

Styles, Village Point!  Weôll be 

gathering on Saturday, June 12 

from 6-8 p.m.  More information 

to follow along with a sign-up at 

the Information Center in the 

church narthex.  In the mean 

time if any questions, please 

contact Mike or Sherryl Shan-

non ,  493-9191  (H)  o r 

mls747@cox.net.  Hope to see 

Thank You 
 Thanks to all for the many 

cards and remembrances for Carl.  

The deacon luncheon was lovely.  

We were so pleased that Nancy 

Redman was able to officiate the 

memorial service.  How perfect to 

have Lucinda and Dana Sloan for 

the music that Carl so loved. 

The family of Carl Elsasser 

 

 Many thanks to Nadia for 

her visit and caring thoughts on 

my return stay at Brookestone.  

Many thanks also to messenger, 

Don Jones, the church flowers 

were beautiful and gave a special 

glow to my room.   

Alice Chiasson 

 

 

You Are Invited 
 The Bauer family extends 

an invitation to all members of the 

congregation to join us for Kateôs 

graduation open house on Sunday, 

May 30, starting at 7 p.m. and 

continuing through the evening at 

our home at 16569 Elm Street in 

the Armbrust Acres subdivision at 

165th and West Center Road.  We 

will serve dinner and refresh-

ments.  No RSVP is required.  

Call 333-4971 for directions. 
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CROSS CURRENTS 

Presbyterian Church of the Cross 

1517 South 114th Street 

Omaha NE 68144-1799 

Presbyterian Church of the Cross  

1517 South 114th Street  

Omaha NE 68144 

 

Worship                   9:00 & 11:10 a.m. 

Church School                 10:00 a.m. 

Phone:  402-333-7466     Fax:  402-697-9084 

 

E-mail addresses:  

churchofthecross@pcoc.us 

Kirk ï karyckman@pcoc.us 

Nadia-nadia@pcoc.us 

Dana ï dana.sloan@pcoc.us 

Sheriðssessions@pcoc.us 

Juneðjunef@pcoc.us 

Web site:  www.churchofthecrossomaha.org 

Www.organvesper.com 

 
Staff 

Dr. Kirk A. Ryckman  Pastor 

Rev. Nadia Mullin Associate Pastor 

Dana Sloan M.M.    Minister of Music  

June Fettig        Business Administrator 

Sheri Sessions Christian Education Director  

Barbara Elliott  Director, Discovery Preschool 

Robin R. High Associate Organist 

Julie Hansen          Secretary/Receptionist 

Linda Hulsey   Director, Youth Choir  

Jayne Frederickson, Kristi Treu, and Mary Lynn 

Bennett               Directors, Childrensô Choirs 

 Julie Buehler Nursery Coordinator  

  

Next Cross Currents Deadline is: 

 May 23, 2010 

Mailing Date is:  May 26, 2010 

Attention:  Now is the time for all good members 

to come to the aid of their church.   
Be a summer usher!  Sign up as a family or group if you wish to take 

this occasion to meet fellow members.  Sign ïup sheets are in the 

Narthex.  Consult Larry Frederickson for more information.  Remem-

ber, this shall be your Finest Hour! 


