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The Pastor’s Report for 2011

As I begin 2012, T have completed 25 years as your pastor here at Presbyterian
Church of the Cross. I really had no intention of staying in one place that long. My
thoughts were that after about ten years I would seek a new call to another congregation.
A funny thing happened, however..! As that benchmark came and passed by, I felt that my
ministry here was getting richer and deeper with each passing year. While we are tradi-
tional in worship, this congregation is open to new ideas for mission and ministry, and very
willing to step up to a challenge.

The time that has lapsed is very evident in
this photo (to the left). It was taken days be-
fore Debbie, Kara, Lauren and I left Pennsylvania
for Omaha, Nebraska. Now both girls have been
married (Kara and Ryan for 5 years; Lauren and
Casey for 4 years), and on January 2" Kara and
Ryan gave birth to our first grandchild, Sophie
Marie Chappell.

Church of the Cross has deepened into a church where our
members are individuals who hold many different viewpoints on the
political and social spectrum, and we realize that we don't necessar-
ily agree on every issue in our society. But we are united in our faith in Jesus Christ as our
Lord and Savior, and our mutual respect for one another.

Some folks are drawn by our worship, with the preaching Nadia and T offer, our tra-
ditional presentation, and our rich music. We could have 45 children and youth in our Sun-
beam, Carole, and Credo (youth) choirs one Sunday, and 45 adults with the Alleluia Singers
the next. Other people find our warmth and fellowship inviting, or our Christian Education
from preschool through adult, or our many opportunities for ‘hands-on’ mission. Whatever
draws you, we are pleased you are a part of this congregation.

2011 was a good year for our congregation. During our fall Cornerstone Club, mid-
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week program, we fed more members than ever before - as high as 119 one day. We had a re-
cord turnout for the Advent Dinner in early December (more than 320 I believe). Choirs and
education for all ages (including many adult classes each week) are booming.

On the economic side, in 2011 once again we received 101% of our anticipated Congrega-
tional Giving for the Annual Budget.

In addition we continued paying on our 2" Capital Campaign - to reduce the debt for our
new construction and renovation completed in 2009. In the last four months of 2010 and the
twelve months of 2011, we have received about $620,000 toward that goal. Because we are so
diligent in paying this debt down - we have saved almost $20,000 in interest over a long-term
mortgage in 2011 alone!

There remains approximately $200,000 in commitments to the 2™ Capital Campaign
which will be paid to the church in 2012 and the first half of 2013. By the fime it is concluded,
our outstanding debt will have shrunk to approximately $225,000. For a 3.2 million dollar en-
deavor, that is a fine job.

Perhaps the most exciting new program for 2011 was the training of our first members
for Cross Care. Cross Care is a visitation, listening program much like the Stephen Ministries
program. It is a little more streamlined in its training and cost-effective in its development as
a church program. Through it our trained members function as care-givers offering support to
other members of the congregation in times of transition or difficulty.

As 2012 begins T count myself a fortunate and blessed man. I have a wonderful wife,
Debbie; two daughters and sons-in-law who make me proud each day; and the special blessing
of a new granddaughter. In addition, I have these five other individuals with whom I work and
plan: Julie, June, Sheri, Nadia, and Dana. They are the best people I have ever worked with...!

Finally, there is this wonderful congregation, members who bring their faith, their vital-
ity, their gifts, and their support to be a part of this thriving congregation. Thank you.

Kirk

JAMESTOWN COLLEGE CHOIR COMING MARCH 5
We have the opportunity to sponsor the Jamestown College (a Presbyterian college) Choir in concert on
Monday, March 5 at 7:30 p.m.

WE NEED YOUR HELP. In order for the choir to perform here, we need overnight housing for 56 college
-age singers. As a host/hostess, you would need to: Pick up your guests, in groups of 2 or 4, after the concert
at approximately 9 p.m. on Monday and return them to church having had breakfast by 8:00 on Tuesday
morning, March 6. Please contact Dana: dana@pcoc.us or Julie churchofthecross@pcoc.us.

Thank you.
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Christian Education

WITH SINCERE
APPRECIATION ¢ .

Many thanks to Alice Gooder for
donating a lovely couch for the
Great Room. The additional seat-
ing area is being used by our
youth and children during Corner-
stone and on Sundays during
youth fellowship. An additional
thank you goes to Danny Whit-
low, Collin Erickson and Pat
McCue for picking up the couch
and bringing it to the church. | t
something we all will enjoy using!

Discovery Preschool
News
Upcoming Godods

dates for February are:
Wednesday, February 8
AHearts Everywh
Thursday, February 9
APandaso,
Wednesday, February 22

AnMy Many Col or e
Thursday, February 23

ACi rcuso.

Call to reserve your spot for $15
registration fee and come from
12:30 to 3 p.m.

Registration for now and fall con-
tinues. Call Barb at 402-333-
8742,

LENTEN STUDY 201217
SMALL GROUP LEAD-
ERS NEEDED!

f

— FLENT

Each
year, our
annual
Lenten
Study
i snot possi bl ¢
who volunteer their time to
lead our small groups. This
year is no different, and we are
b sin need of approximately 12
people to lead the Lenten small
groups on a weekly basis on
either Sunday mornings or at
another time duringththe week,
arting February 19" and con-
Ry tirdoB O
1. Small group leaders are
Frovided with training and a
esoufce folder to prepare and
aid you in facilitating the
group. If you are interested,
please sign yp at the Informa-
tioll ®ehtsr Br contact Nadia
Mullin in the church office,
402-333-7466.

e

d

BAKE SALE

Next Sunday check out the
yummy baked goods whipped
up by our Junior High Youth
Group to raise money for our
first weekend mission trip to
Des Moines in May. We will
have a large assortment of
items available between ser-
vices in the Fellowship Hall
for a free will donation. Thank
you for your support!

A}%4

49ers

49r's.... February lunch will be
on Tuesday, Feb. 7th at
Grandmother's Restaurant, 4712
S. 82nd St. at 11:30 A.M.

We'll have fun, fellowship, and
food.

We'll order off the menu.

Call Donna Turner for reserva-

tiops by Mpnglay.freb 6th., o 5 e
Phone: 402-397-3643.

Friday Night Gourmet
Dine out with the Friday Night
Gourmets on Friday, February
10 at 6:30 p.m. at Granite City at
Westroads Mall, 1001 N 102nd
St. You will have a choice of
entrée at the time you sign up at
the Information Center or call
Bruce and Charlotte Lobaugh,
402-573-1707, or Reece and
Cora Conner, 402-445-9008 for
reservations.  Choose one of
four entrees at $18.99: (1) Lon-
don Broil (2) Salmon (3)
Chicken Parmesan (4) Vegetar-
ian Tortellini. The deadline for
reservations is Tuesday, Febru-
ary 7.

Hiking and Birding
Club

The Hiking and Birding Club
will meet at 9:30 a.m. on Febru-
ary 18 at McDonalds at 2760 S
13th St. From there we will
cross the street to visit the Henry
Doorly Zoo. All are welcome.
Please contact Tom Stalnaker at
402-390-9913 for more informa-
tion.
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2011 Fall Mission Trip to Camp Calvin Crest

November weather can be iffy, but Saturday the 5" turned out to be a warm day. Nine adults volunteered to go to Camp Calvin
Crestforaone-day mi ssion work trip, to complete Aunfinished busi
covers sewn and we had completed 25 of them in the summer. So Linda Miller, Irene Boomgaarden and Tina Morgan cut, pinned,

and sewed all day and completed seven more. Wonderful -- only 28 to go!

The guys planned to build more length to the railroad tie retaining wall behind the Proett Center at the camp, but that plan
changed. Water had frozen behind the wall the past winter causing the retaining wall to bulge. In addition, a tree had fallen on the
wall which pulled some of it askew. Henry Arms, David Gazzetta, Frank McMullen, John Bennett, Keith Allen and Jon
Boomgaarden tore down a damaged section of the wall, inserted deadman ties, drilled holes and inserted rebar, then rebuilt that
section. For this project Bob Tokorny of Camp Calvin Crest was great to work with, a great leader, and a big help.

We told the Camp Calvin Crest that we would be back next year and would continue our support. Everyone certainly enjoyed this
""Spirit of Mission" work day.....and we encourage you to consider a Mission opportunity in the future!

Jon Boomgaarden
Moderator, Mission Committee
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SPI T of Mission
School Mission Project Brings Warmth to Students

Imagine knitting 500 scarves! If you cannot imagine it, ask Julie Buehler who accomplished that feat in 2011 (and
knits about that number EVERY year).

No, Julie is not really obsessive-compulsive. She is actually a dedicated member of the Mission Committee, who cares
deeply about kids who do not have coats, scarves, pants, hats, gloves, or shoes for winter.

Julie heads up the Mission Committee's annual project to provide these essential
items to needy kids in the following east Omaha schools:

Walnut Hill Elementary
Sherman Elementary
Bancroft Elementary
King Elementary

Your annual pledges provide funding for the Mission Committee to make projects
like this possible. For this important project, Mission funds were used to
purchase the following:

60 fleece pants

16 pair of heavy gloves

32 coats with hoods

9 pair shoes

150 pair of socks

Yarn for the 500 hand-knitted neck scarves created by Julie Buehler

Julie and her daughter, Kristin Johnson, combed local stores for bargains and worked with managers to get even fur-
ther-reduced prices. They were able to purchase all of the above items for about $2,200! Once the purchases were
made and the scarves completed, Chuck Krumme delivered the items to excited kids (and parents) at the schools.

Parents of needy children are painfully aware that they cannot meet all of their kids' basic needs. As a result, the par-
ents are grateful for organizations like Church of the Cross who reach out to their kids. Here is a parent's story from
this year's project:

One of the moms who was given coats for her children two years ago [by Church of the Cross] brought both coats back
(very well worn) this year, to see if another child could use them. She said, "l am working at Arby's now and was able
to get my kids new coats myself this year. 1 was hoping that | could donate two new coats for other children like was
done for mine. But there just isn't enough money yet, but | promise someday | will ‘give back' to others to see them
through hard times".

The school administrator who shared this story with Julie Buehler added this comment about the mom. She stated,
"Blessings have a way of being passed on. 1 think she will be someone's 'blessing' someday, just as you were to her".

Thank you to Julie, Kristi, and Chuck for making this project happen. And thank you, the congregation, for your gen-
erous support of our Mission projects. You truly ha
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Sun

ebruary 201

Wed

10:00 Education

6-8 Sr. High

Cross Currents Dead-
line

7:00 CE
7:00 Worship &
Music

Bunch

6:30 Chamber Sing-
ers
7:30 Alleluia Singers

6:45 Carillion Choir

1 6:45 Carillion Choir | 3 4

4:45 Cornerstone Jr. High Lock In

6:30 PieceMakers

6:30 Chamber Sing-

ers

7:30 Alleluia Singers
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
9:00 & 11:10 Wor- 10:00 Staff 11:30 49ers 4:45 Cornerstone 4:00 PW Coordina- | 6:30 Friday Night 9:30 Lenten Study
ship/Communion 6:30 Bldg. & Grds. 1:00 Tuesday Study | 6:30 PieceMakers tion Team Gourmet Facilitators Meeting

10:00 Youth Sunday
Rehearsal

10:00 Education
4-6 Jr. High
6-8 Sr. High

7:00 Cross Care

6:30 Chamber Sing-
ers
7:30 Alleluia Singers

12 13 14 15 16 17 18
9:00 & 11:10 Wor- 10:00 Staff 1:00 Tuesday Study | 4:45 Cornerstone 6:45 Carillion Choir 9:000 12:30 Deacon
ship/ Youth Sunday Bunch 5:15 PCOC Book Retreat
10:00 Education 5:30 Membership & | Group 9:30 Hiking and
3:00 Vesper Concert Evangelism 6:30 PieceMakers Birding Club
4-6 Jr. & Sr High 7:00 Mission 6:30 Chamber Sing-

ers

7:30 Alleluia Singers
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
9:00 & 11:10 Wor- 10:00 Staff 1:00 Tuesday Study | 4:45 Cornerstone 6:45 Carillion choir
ship 5:30 Congregational | Bunch 6:30 PieceMakers
10:00 Sunday School | Life 5:30 Finance 6:30 Chamber Sing-
Lenten Study Kick 6:150 8:30 Discov- | ers
Off ery Dad 6 s | 7:30Alleluia Singers
6-8 Sr. High
Cross Current Dead-
line
26 27 28 29
9:00 & 11:10 Wor- 10:00 Staff 1:00 Tuesday Study | 4:45 Cornerstone
ship/Communion 7:00 Session Bunch 6:30 PieceMakers
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VESPER
CONCERTS
RESUMES ON
FEBRUARY 12"

Vesper Concerts will
present lutenist KENNETH BE on
Sunday,

February 12" at 3:00 p.m.
This FREE concert will feature
the music of the German com-
poser Sylvius Leopold Weiss, who
was a contemporary of J. S.
Bach. Many of you saw and
heard Mr. Bé in worship on De-
cember 11", This is an opportu-
nity to hear rarely-performed mu-
sic on i
encounter but once or twice in a
lifetime. | hope you will take this
opportunity to attend this rare

8 &

nstr umg

Cross Currents

The Cross Currents is published
bi-monthly by the Presbyterian
Church of the Cross, 1517 South
114th Street, Omaha NE 68144-
1799

1

21
22
23

24
25
26

28

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS

Joan Christensen, Jennifer Reid

Janneane Gerot, Bernice Hall, Elaine Krume, Kathryn Lewis, Kevin
Wetuski

Eleanor Gould, Nancy Hamil

Garrett Ashby, Ray Rickert, Shirley Vogel

Al Krabbenhoft, Michaela Sempek

William Harrison, Florence Howell, Paul Waters

Carson Ashby

Judy Bruce, Kyle Burson

Belinda Greiner, Leland Jacobi, Sarah Mooney, O.B. Okyere
Haley Allen, Paul Bryan, Keith Engelmann, Jackson Kussman
Lauren Ballou, Angela Bizzari, Peggy Johnson, Katie Sitzman
Joanne Gilmore, Marlene Stern

Bill Ferrand, Stan Hale, Jackie McCartney, Doug Rathman
Elena Ford, Virginia Malone, Art Morse

Kyle Bobek, Scott Buchanan, Jim Spielman

9 Michelle Kwaw, Bruce Lobaugh, Ardell Penney

g 'Qd Byler Ealdofte! Eric¥i%s, ESPRBIP Kiana Sekle

Elliott Johnson, Margie Johnson
Tom Fisher, Bev Koch

Tristan Bruner, Jeremy Gerot, Gene Mclintyre, Katie Ritter, Mark
Spielman

Chaabai Luma

Trudy Morse, Steven Schmidt
Daniel Erickson, Emy Lou Keri-
akedes

Harriett Beckenhauer, Sarah
Frederickson, Lou Harrison, Brynn
Lundgren, Ramona Myers, Wayne
Wilson

| AR
HAPPY

BIRTHDAY
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Presbyterian Church of the Cross
1517 South 114th Street
Omaha NE 68144

Worship 9:00 & 11:10 a.m.
Church School 10:00 a.m.
Phone: 4023337466 Fax: 402697-9084

E-mail addresses:
churchofthecross@pcoc.us

Kirk i karyckman@pcoc.us
Nadia-nadia@pcoc.us

Danai dana.sloan@pcoc.us

Sherid ssessions@pcoc.us

Juned junef@pcoc.us

Web site: www.churchofthecrossomaha.org
Www.vesperconcerts.org

Staff
Dr. Kirk A. Ryckman Pastor
Rev. Nadia Mullin Associate Pastor
Dana Sloan M.M. Minister of Music
June Fettig Business Administrator
Sheri Sessions Christian Education Director
Barbara Elliott Director, Discovery Preschool
Robin R. High Associate Organist
Julie Hansen Secretary/Receptionist
Linda Hulsey Director, Credo Choir
Jayne Frederickson, Kristi Treu,

Directors, Chjildrens6 Choirs
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