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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE 2011 SR. HIGH MISSION TRIP  
Eighteen youth and six adults spent a week working at Stronghold Camp in Oregon, Illinois. 

We worked on a variety of projects which included painting the castle, laying gravel on the labyrinth, tiling a 

storage room, lots of weeding, painting a conference room, building benches and shelves and painting the 

shower house. It was a very productive and enjoyable week for all of us! 
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Christian Education 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL WAS A BLAST!! 
 

Iôm not sure who had more fun last week, the kids or the adults!  We 

were blessed with wonderful weather as the children and their teachers 

went on an exciting adventure through the Caribbean Islands.  We jour-

neyed with Paul, spreading the good news as we went.  63 children, 18 

adults and 12 junior and senior high helpers were involved in this yearôs 

VBS program.  Each day, the children brought money for the Narnia 

Center in Russia and Iôm pleased to report that we collected  $121.42 to 

send to our friends in Russia.   It was an awesome experience and we 

all are looking forward to VBS next year!  Iôve even had several re-

quests to make this a two week program!  Iôd like to personally thank 

Janneane Gerot, our VBS Director, for all the time, effort and energy 

she spent in making this week so successful!  Everything was extremely 

well organized and the program flowed very smoothly, thanks to Janne-

ane.  A special word of thanks to Jeremy Gerot for his help with the 

props and set up, too! Many thanks to the following people who partici-

pated in the VBS program this year: 

 

Patty Wahlgren           Thomas Gerot 

Dixie Williams             Emilee Sloan 

Becca Whitlow            Leah Whaley 

Ann Pearson                Cassie Moore 

Bridgette Bunjer         Fiona Smith 

Lou Harrison               Cassie Treu 

Tanya Mitzel               Ethan Bennett 

MaryLynn Bennett      Crystal Kwaw 

Kristi Treu                   Tyler Zimmerman 

Lynette Olsen              Jack Erickson 

Cindy Rieke                 Greg Ritter 

Nancy Lundgren          Nichole Brady 

Charlene Weyand 

Anne Laws 

Dava Hendrickson 

Nadia Mullin 

Janneane Gerot 

 

Thanks again everyone and I look forward to another fun and successful 

VBS program next June! Sheri 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE !!!!  
 
You are invited to attend a Recep-

tion in honor of the four retiring 

senior high youth advisors on 

SUNDAY, JULY 24TH, immedi-

ately following the 10:00 worship 

service. 

 

Cake and punch will be served in 

Fellowship Hall and a slideshow 

of the 2011 Mission trip will be 

shown. 

 

Mark your calendars and plan to 

join us for this special event! 

The Christian Education  

Committee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MID -SUMMER  

OUTDOOR  

MINI -CLEAN UP 

 
     Saturday, July16, has been 

scheduled for a light clean-up, 

touch-up of 

     our grounds. No dumpster fill-

ing, just some weed puling and 

plant trimming. 

     All to make our grounds more 

beautiful. Work starts at 8:30 AM. 

 

     Refreshments will be provided. 

Hope to see you there. 
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DISCOVERY SUMMER SCHOOL  
ñFun in the Sunò 

 
 

It is that time of year when parents are looking for a place that can provide their children with a day full of fun 

and learning. Well, this would be the place! Discovery Preschool is accepting registration for their summer 

school program which runs for two weeks starting July 11th thru the 22nd. The class will meet daily from 

9:00-11:30 a.m. The children will explore a different theme each day with ñHands-Onô activities that include 

art, music and active outdoor play.  The program is designed for any child age 3-6 years who is completely 

toilet trained. The cost for each week is $65.00 and children may register for one or both weeks. We also ac-

cept children on a drop in basis for $15.00 per day (if space is available). Please phone ahead for drop-in reser-

vations, 402-333-8742. 

 

The first week, July 11-15th,will feature:  

Space Travel- Be an astronaut and go into outer space 

Imagination Vacation- Plan your trip. Where are you going and how 

do you get there? 

Dog Days of Summer- Have fun in the sun (water play day) and have 

a pet show indoors. 

Wheel Day- Bring a riding toy and wash and decorate it! We will also 

build a railroad, hot wheels track and bus station. 

Outdoor Adventure in Dirt !- Mix dirt and water to draw with a 

stick. Make a garden. What grows in dirt? (water play day) 

 

Second week, July 18-22nd, will feature: 

Monkey Around- Be in a jungle for the day to explore what animals you may find. 

Splash, Boom, Bang! ï Splash in the water and make it travel down pvc pipes and do some science experi-

ments. (water play day) 

Day of the Arts- Explore the arts with Miss Carolyn in dance, visual art and music. 

Dinosaurs- Be an archeologist and dig for dinosaurs! (water play day) 

Marvelous Me- Learn how God made us each special. Study the skeletal system, heart, lungs and brain. 

 

The Christian Education committee would love to have your children join us for this exciting and fun summer 

program. We encourage you to invite your friends, family and neighbors to join you. Please register as soon as 

possible. We would love to make this year a very successful one with a record number in attendance! Registra-

tion forms are available in the Narthex or at Discovery Preschool. You may also call Barb Elliott at  

402-333-8742 with any additional questions you may have.   
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          Spirit  of Mission 
PCOC Mission Response to Joplin Tornado & Missouri River 

Flooding 

On May 22, 2011 a multi-vortex EF-5 tornado ripped a 13-mile path 

of destruction through Joplin and neighboring communities.  The dev-

astation is impossible to comprehend.  The Mission Committee has 

already taken action to match congregation donations up to $5,000 to 

be sent to Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) for Joplin, Mis-

souri tornado victims.  Mostly people with special skills are needed 

and the local volunteers are deployed with central coordination.  They 

are not ready for volunteer groups such as one from our church.  I 

have been in contact with the First Presbyterian Church in Joplin.  

They are scheduling volunteer groups to stay in their facilities.  How-

ever, they are not securing work assignments.  For that, I am receiving 

status updates from the Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) call 

center in Joplin.  When we are needed/allowed, I will be notified and 

the Mission Committee will develop an action plan. 

  

The Mission Committee has also been monitoring the flooding situa-

tions up and down the Missouri River.  At this time, volunteer groups 

have limited capability except for sandbagging in specific areas of 

critical need when asked.  I am receiving PDA alerts and status up-

dates regarding Omaha area needs for volunteer groups.  The need 

will be much greater in one week with rising water and much greater 

if dikes are breached. 

 

The Mission Committee has also discussed building ñGift of the 

Heartò clean-up buckets with the Presbyterian Women; more on that 

later.  For now, we wanted you to be informed of our proactive steps 

as a church family to reach out to those in need from these events and 

support their recovery needs in collaboration with PDA. 

 

In Christôs Service, 

Jon Boomgaarden 

Mission Committee Moderator 

Mission Minded  

Presbyterian Women 
 

The Presbyterian 

Women at Church 

of the Cross deliv-

ered over 350 hy-

giene kits for the 

Presbyterian Dis-

aster Assistance.  

The Great Truck 

Haul made a stop 

at Central Presbyterian in 

Omaha Nebraska on June 6 

2011 on its way down to Arkan-

sas for distribution to disasters 

around the world.  We want to 

thank the entire congregation for 

their donations of towels, wash-

cloths, soap, toothbrushes, 

combs, nail clippers and band 

aides.  We particularly want to 

thank Nexadental for donating 

144 toothbrushes and Sallyôs 

Beauty Supply for helping us get 

the combs that we needed to 

complete the kits at a very rea-

sonable price.  Thanks to every-

one who helped assemble the 

kits. 

 

Our mission work has not 

stopped with the hygiene kits.  

On Thursday, June 9, 2011 the 

Presbyterian Women met to sew 

Christmas Stockings for the 

Prison Ministries.  This mission 

project is not yet complete as 

women are still sewing the 

stockings.  A special thanks to 

all the women who are helping 

with this annual project. 
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ENDURING FAITH IN A RUSSIAN VILLAGE  

 

Last November, prior to visiting our partners in Smolensk, Russia, Presbyte-

rian missionary Ellen Smith took four of us on a day trip to Davidovo, a 

small village about five hours north of Moscow.  A Russian Orthodox pastor, 

Father Vladimir, had moved there from Moscow five years beforehand and 

had invited Ellen to come see how the church was responding to the needs of 

their community. That day will remain with me forever.   

 

Arriving in the village in the middle of the countryside was like ñgoing back in timeò 

with its unpaved roads, old houses, and huge Orthodox Church in need of a lot of re-

pair.  From the outside, things looked bleak. Little did I know that there was so much 

life going on inside the buildings. 

 

Father Vladimir said that prior to 1997, Russians needed 

two passports, one to move within the country and one to travel outside the 

country. Consequently, most people stayed where they were and either worked 

in the fields or the factories depending on where they lived.  That is how the 

government controlled labor.  When the in-country passport was no longer 

needed, many mothers started leaving for Moscow never to return.   The 

church had started a small orphanage in one of the old houses for some of the 

boys left behind.   We toured a dining hall where the boys did homework be-

fore dinner.  The boys also learned a trade at a woodworking shop in a barn 

nearby.  Other parents in the village are alcoholics and unable to properly care 

for their small children so the church also started a preschool and an elemen-

tary school.  This spring, Ellen returned to Davidovo and says the church con-

tinues to bring life back to a village that might otherwise have rotted away in 

alcoholism and despair.   In the summer, the church holds summer camps for 

mothers and their disabled childrenðgiving them an opportunity to encourage 

and support each other and feel accepted in a country that frowns upon dis-

abled children. 

 

That evening after we shared a wonderful meal and conversation around the table with Father Vladimir and 

listened to old folk music sung by local women, the Pastor asked if we would like to tour the church.  He ex-

plained that during the Communist years, worship was forbidden and even social services or charity was for-

bidden because people were to depend on the government and not each other.   The roof at the local church 

had caved in, and the building was used to store farm machinery during Communist years.   

Part of the church had been repaired and was now being used for services.  In the dark, we 

moved to the part that still needed repairs.  With only Father Vladimirôs flashlight, we 

looked up at the massive old mosaics on the church walls telling timeless stories of faith.  

God said he would never leave us.  After seventy years of Communism, Christians in Russia 

know firsthand what that means.  To God be the Glory.   (by Geri Clanton) 

 

          Spirit  of Mission 


