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Summer thoughts...

Even though it is not technically summer, the warm temperatures allow us o count it so.
There is something special about summer, as we all gather to worship at one time, 10:00 a.m. on
Sundays. Folks who worship at different times from September through May can once again
visit with each other around the service.

This Sunday, June 12™ is Pentecost. Just as Easter was late in the year - so Pentecost
which falls 7 weeks after Easter is as late as I ever remember it. Pentecost is that special
time when the disciples were touched by the power of the Holy Spirit and found the courage
to come out of hiding and boldly proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ.

As a part of our celebration - let's wear red..! It is the liturgical color of Pentecost. I

part of the celebration of Pentecost we will be celebrating the sacrament of Communion during
worship. And for some fun after worship we will be gathering in Fellowship Hall for a brunch
with "The Pancake Man.’

This would be a great time to invite a friend to worship with you..! That is what Pente-
cost is all about - finding the courage to share your faith. And inviting someone to a day like
this one is an easy way to share. They can get a feel for our congregation at worship, and in
Fellowship.

See you at church...

Kirg

P.S. - We will be receiving special gifts for relief of Joplin through the Presbyterian Disaster
Assistance through the end of the month. We will be matching the first $5,000 with mission
funds.

And - At this point I have only three college students committed to the July 17-23 Mission

Trip. I know the timing is difficult, but we need at least two more for the excursion. I need
to hear from interested young men and women by Sunday, June 19™ or else the trip will be can-
celed.. (We will, however, plan for a May trip next year....)
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Vacation Bible School is
Coming!

There is still time to
register your children
(or grandchildren) for
our Vacation Bible W@QQ’IP =
School program on

June 13-17. %@Wg
Registration forms are available in
the church office or in the nar-
thex. It’s going to be a great week of
fun, friendship, crafts and music!

All children ages 3 through 5™ grade
are invited to attend. Friends and
neighbors are welcome, too! The
VBS children will be singing during
our 10:00 worship on Sunday, June
19™. You won’t want to miss that!

VBS leaders meeting is Sunday, June
12" at 6:30 P.M.

New Books In Our Library
Check out these new books that have
been purchased for our library!

The Hole in Our Gospel by Richard
Sterns

What ' s the Least
Still Be a Christian? By Martin
Thielen

Momology — A Mom’' s G
Shaping Great Kids by Shelly Radic
(this was the theme book used by our
MOPS group this past year!)
Presbyterian Questions, Presbyterian
Answers by Donald K. McKim

More Presbyterian Questions, More
Presbyterian Answers by Donald K.
McKim

Christianity and World Religions by
Adam Hamilton (the book used for
Mary Cramer’s adult ed class)

MOPS isn’t just for Moms

For all you moms that thought
MOPS was a way to develop
friendships and learn from other
moms, and another way to incorpo-
rate God into your life — You are
RIGHT!

Do you know who else benefits
from this experience — YOUR
CHILD (REN).

My son LOVES MOPS and looks
forward to it every other Tuesday
(sometime even more than me!).
When I tell Mason it is MOPS night
(which is really MOPPETS for him)
— he is so excited and tells his day-
care provider and all his friends —
“Mom is picking me up, we will
have dinner — THEN go to MOPS!”
His face lights up when he talks
about MOPS night.

You may not know this, PCOC has
a paid child care staff (Chelsea —
the same one that is here on Sun-
days & Wednesdays) with your
child CaPfd adBefodaricdit YoSthe
moms — so BRING your children —

they will develop a friendship that
Uil t O

What about the summer — MOPS
does not formally meet in June —
August, but we will be meeting as
an informal group on the 2™ Tues-
day from 6:30 to 8, (June 14, July
12 and August 9) at the church near
the playground. So pack a picnic
dinner or bring a snack — and the
kids can play on the equipment or
outside toys and the Moms can dis-
cuss what is happening in their
world.

Senior High
Fellowship

Thank you for supporting the
senior high youth group and
their leaders over the years. I'm
so grateful that I’ve been blessed
with the honor of volunteering
with the youth for the past eight
years. [’ve been one of the
lucky few that has been able to
participate in youth group each
week and form personal rela-
tionships with the teenagers of
our church. We have amazing
teenagers and young people in
our congregation. Three of my
first group of kids are now in
Crosse Posse with me. How
time flies! As I step aside for
new leaders with fresh ideas to
come forward, I am certain the
senior high youth group pro-
gram will continue to flourish.

With my extra time I am com-
mitting myself to attaining Na-
tional Board for Professional
Teaching Standards certification

4 naghd spending more time with

family. 1 will also keep my
heart open to God’s calling to
live out His will in other parts of
our church and within our com-
munity. Thanks again for in-
trusting me with our most pre-
cious gift, God’s children.

Angela Holdren
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Discovery Preschool Picnic

Discovery Preschool had their yearly pot luck picnic on May 18" for the children and their families. It turned
out to be a lovely evening with all the hot dogs you could eat. There were all
kind of activities planned for everyone to enjoy. There were the pony rides,
climbing and ringing the bell of the big red fire truck that showed up just for
the party. There were also kid sized horseshoes, tee ball batting practice and of
®% course the sand and playground equipment which rounded out the fun. You
could also browse and buy used books of all kind that were on display in fel-
lowship hall. The book sale made $64.00 for Discovery Preschool.

Everyone had a great time and some went

home with a good book too.

The Christian Education Committee would like to thank those that do-
nated the books and their time in making this evening such a success. It

was a great ending to a wonderful year at Discovery Preschool led by
Barb Elliott.
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DISCOVERY SUMMER SCHOOL
Fun in the Sun

Discovery Preschool is accepting registration for their summer
school program which runs for two weeks starting July 11" thru
the 22nd. The class will meet daily from 9:00-11:30 a.m. The chil-
dren will explore a different theme each day with “Hands-On’ ac-
tivities that include art, music and active outdoor play. The program
is designed for any child age 3-6 years who is completely toilet
trained. The cost for each week is $65.00 and children may register
for one or both weeks. We also accept children on a drop in basis
for $15.00 per day (if space is available). Please phone ahead for
drop-in reservations, 402-333-8742.

The first week July 11-15" will feature:

Space Travel- Be an astronaut and go into outer space.
Imagination Vacation- Plan your trip. Where are you going and how do you get there?

Dog Days of Summer- Have fun in the sun (water play day) and have a pet show indoors.

Wheel Day- Bring a riding toy and wash and decorate it! We will also build a railroad, hot wheels track and
bus station.

Outdoor Adventure in Dirt!- Mix dirt and water to draw with a stick. Make a garden. What grows in dirt?
(water play day)

Second week July 18-22"" will feature:

Monkey Around- Be in a jungle for the day to explore what animals you may find.

Splash, Boom, Bang! — Splash in the water and make it travel down pvc pipes and do some science experi-
ments. (water play day)

Day of the Arts- Explore the arts with Miss Carolyn in dance, visual art and music.

Dinosaurs- Be an archeologist and dig for dinosaurs! (water play day)

Marvelous Me- Learn how God made us each special. Study the skeletal system, heart, lungs and brain.

The Christian Education committee would love to have your children join us for this exciting and fun sum-
mer program. We encourage you to invite your friends, family and neighbors to join you. We would love to
make this year a very successful one with a record number in attendance! Registration forms are available in
the Narthex or at Discovery Preschool. You may also call Barb Elliott at 402-333-8742 with any additional
questions you may have.
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Spirit of mission

Special Olympics
Mission Project

On Saturday, May 21*, 12 volunteers made 475 lunches at Creighton University for the athletes participat-
ing in the Nebraska Special Olympic Games. After eating breakfast together and setting up the assembly
line, our volunteers made lunches. The lunches were sacked, boxed for placement on the dock so they could
be delivered to the Benson High School where the athletes performed track and field events. This is the 17th
year we have supported this event and our enthusiastic and dedicated volunteers were: Jeanie Wiesner, Mi-
chael Wiesner, Roy Willis, David Tchona, Darrell Stuedemann, Matt Will, Pat Phillips, Jim Schnabel, Greg
Breci, Elise Bennett, Aaron Dye and Jon Boomgaarden. In this small way, we served for the benefit and

welfare of another.

In Christ’s Mission,
Jon Boomgaarden

Special pantry request:

After visiting the pantry at Mission for all Nations last
week with other church members, we all noticed that the
hygiene products were in very short supply. We were told
that it is common practice for those in need to purchase a
bottle of shampoo and use it to wash everything, (even
dishes) since purchasing separate cleaning products is
unaffordable. For our next Pantry Sunday, which is the 3rd
Sunday of the month, I would like to concentrate our pantry
donation on providing hygiene products. A list of suggested
items is provided below:

Shampoo

Soap (bar, body wash)

Diapers

Toilet paper

Feminine hygiene

Deodorant

Baby wipes (without alcohol)

Desitin

Dish soap

Thank you.

=4 =4 -8 -8 -9 _9_9_-°

Relay for Life

Relay for Life will be held on June 11-12, 2011
from 5:00 pm to 6:00 am at Elkhorn South High
School (204th & Pacific). Presbyterian Church
of the Cross will not have a team this year, but
you may register and participate as an individ-
ual. You may do this by going to:

www. relayforlife.org/douglascone

and filling out your information. "Each lap get
us closer to a world with more birthdays" is the
national theme of the American Cancer Soci-
ety. A schedule of events is posted on the board
behind the Information Desk. The event is free
to all survivors and a $10.00 commitment fee for
others.

If you have any questions, please contact Sandi
Stuckey at 402-330-1278.




Page 6

CROSS CURRENTS

A Note from the Fi-
nance Committee

We appreciate how faithfully so
many of our members pay their
pledges to both the General Fund
and the Building Fun. Please be
aware that paying on the building
fun early will save us some inter-
est charges as we pay down the
loan

Thank you

THANKS

With all the activity occurring
this spring, we sent the email
asking for help, and really ap-
preciate the nine great volun-
teers who responded to help take
down the chancel extensions.
Once we’re past the special mu-
sic and all the extra flowers of
the Easter season, we need for
the chancel to go back to normal
size. Thanks go to John Ben-
nett, Jim Chapin, Larry Freder-
ickson, Fred Henry, Bob
Knightly, Dave Pederson, Stan
Weyand, Marilyn Willis and
Roy Willis. We appreciate you!

Cross Currents

The Cross Currents is
published bi-monthly by the
Presbyterian Church of the
Cross, 1517 South 114th
Street, Omaha NE
68144-1799

Gifts and Memorials

The following memorials and gifts were donated and gifted dur-
ing approximately the past five months. Thank you to all who
chose these items or projects, each of which will enhance the life
of our congregation in a special way.

An anonymous donor gifted funds to commission a long term land-
scaping plan for the church grounds. The goal of this plan is to fur-
ther beautify the appearance of the church as well as provide an or-
ganized plan to present to those members wishing to donate plant
materials as either a memorial or gift.

An anonymous donor gifted the cost of a handicap access ramp at
the east end of the sidewalk, south of the sanctuary in the south
parking lot. This new handicap access ramp further provides ease of
access to those attending our church and accommodates safety con-
cerns.

Earl and Grace Leinart chose to gift blinds for both the south facing
windows in Rooms 14 and 15 as well as for the west facing window
in the Choir Room. Their gift now completes the need for blinds in
the three new main floor classrooms as well as the Choir Room.

Frank and Debbie McMullen gifted the Christmas tree for use in the
lobby sitting area in memory of Ruth McMullen and Barbara Stone.
This tree provides a lovely, seasonal addition to the area, and it will
be used for many years.

Nancy Nicas’ gift provided funds for a new laptop computer and
Russian Rosetta Stone language software. The laptop will be par-
ticularly useful in editing worship DVDs and the language software
will provide an independent means for our members traveling to
Gorodzhnovoto to independently start learning the Russian lan-
guage.

Thank you again.
Gifts and Memorials Subcommittee
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Help Us Stay Current

Do we have your current home
phone number? Have you gone
‘Wireless’? Do we have your
current email address? If not,
please send wus an email
(churchofthecross@pcoc.us) or
give us a call (402-333-7466) to
bring us up to date! Do we have
your work phone number? We
don’t plan on making lots of
phone calls to interrupt your
work day, but if you’d like us to
have your work phone number,
we’ll be happy to keep it on
file. Thanks for helping us stay
connected!

Pancake Man

The Pancake Man will be at
Church of the Cross on June 12
at 1l:am. following worship
service. Cost is $4.00 for adult,
$2.00 for child and $12 for a
family. Proceeds will go to the
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance
Fund.

Hiking and Birding
Club

The Hiking and Birding Club
will meet at Lauritzen Gardens
at 9:30 a.m. on June 18 where
we will view the “Outside Ka-
neko” exhibit. Admission is
$7.00 for non-members. All are
welcome. Please call Tom Stal-
naker at 402-390-9913 for more
information.

49er July Sth Meeting

“Private Seniors Understanding
Nature program at Fontenelle
Forest Nature Center.” A pri-
vate program lead by Naturalist
Catherine Kuper. Learn about
the history of this area from
early Native Americans to cur-
rent forest conservation projects.
We see and hear trees, animals
and birds. The program includes
admission to the Nature Center.
This special program has been
arranged for us by Connie and
Gary Stevenson in memory of
Lloyd Stevenson, a charter mem-

ber of the 49ers.
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We will meet in the church
North parking lot at 10:45 a.m.
and leave at 11:00 by car pool to

the Fontenelle Forest. We will
have a box lunch with 3 choices
cost is $12.00 paid in advance no
later than June 26th. For lunch
menus call Jean Stevenson, 402-
496-4642.

Walk, Run, or Bike |
Summer Fellowship

In my last article, I mentioned an
idea for a summer fellowship op-
portunity—a walking, running,
and biking group to meet on Sat-
urday mornings through the sum-
mer.

Il 6d | i ke to i
gathering on Saturday June 18
at 9:00 a.m. at Lake Zorin-
sky. Bring your walking/running
shoes or bike and join us for a
quick devotion and prayer fol-
lowed by an hour of exercise.

G

2

We will be
meeting in the
southernmost
parking lot off
of 168™ St (will
be on your left
when  driving
south).  From
there, we will
split up and go
either  west
(around the 3.1 mile trail) or east
(around the 4.3 mile trail) or if
you’re feeling adventurous,
around the whole thing (7.4
miles). The trail is flat, well-
marked, and paved. How far and
how fast you go is up to you, and
when you’re finished with your
activity you are free to head home.

—

There is water and a restroom at
our meeting location, but if you
would like a snack or your own
beverage, bring that as well. If
you have any questions, feel free
to contact the church of-
fice. Looking forward to seeing
you there!

Nadia Mullin

nvi
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Presbyterian Church of the Cross
1517 South 114th Street

Omaha NE 68144
Worship 9:00 & 11:10 a.m.
Church School 10:00 a.m.

Phone: 402-333-7466 Fax: 402-697-9084

E-mail addresses:
churchofthecross@pcoc.us

Kirki karyckman@pcoc.us
Nadia-nadia@pcoc.us

Dana i dana.sloan@pcoc.us

Sherid ssessions@pcoc.us

Juned junef@pcoc.us

Web site: www.churchofthecrossomaha.org

Www.organvesper.com

Staff
Dr. Kirk A. Ryckman Pastor
Rev. Nadia Mullin Associate Pastor
Dana Sloan M.M. Minister of Music
June Fettig Business Administrator
Sheri Sessions Christian Education Director
Barbara Elliott Director, Discovery Preschool
Robin R. High Associate Organist
Julie Hansen Secretary/Receptionist
Linda Hulsey Director, Credo Choir
Jayne Frederickson, Kristi Treu,

Directors, Chjildrenso

Choirs
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