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September is Aliveé! 
 I just came out of a staff meeting hearing reports about all of the start -ups of all our widely varied 

groups.  What a wonderful beginning to the fall schedule we have had.  Cornerstone began on September 7, and 

last May I was afraid that I would have much smaller groups in my 6 th -7 th  grade class on the Life of Jesus, and 

the Confirmation Class.  Instead I have solid groups of 11 young people in each group.  Not only that, but the din-

ner crowd seemed the largest it has been for a couple of years.   

 

 Sunday School began on September 11 th  and we have great attendance in our five adult classes.  In Bible 

Explorers we are up from 30 to between 35 and 40 (and short of chairs).   

 

 If you have been in church for worship you know that our music program is off with a glorious beginning.  

How many other churches in town have 40+ in their main church choir regularlyé?  And after Danaõs Bell Choir 

Boot Camp, the bell choir is larger this year!  (Does that mean they were recruited or draftedé?) 

 

 Junior and Senior High Fellowship had their Kick -off with a parent dinneré about 100 were there.  We 

have approximately 25 Junior Highõs and 30 Senior Highõs in the two groups.  Last year our Senior High Advisors 

said goodbye after several years of strong service, and this year four new Advisors are in place with support from 

Christian Education and Sheri Sessions.  (Casey and Lauren Ballou, Teresa Bunjer, and Jake Link).  

 

 Our MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers) group is beginning its second year with enthusiasm, and a 

MOMSnext group (once the kids are in school) is forming.  Our Crosse Posse (Young Adult ðstudy/fellowship 

group) will now be meeting at the church for better ease of child care and better space for this growing group.  

 

 And last off the top of my head is the Cross Care group that has begun training.  Years ago we had 

Stephen Ministry here.  The training for leaders was quite expensive and a bit overly organized.  (You came back 

from the leaderõs training with a full cartoon of paperwork about the program.)  Cross Care was developed by the 

Alban Institute, the single strongest organization in the study and strengthening of churches in America.  We are 

using a ten-week training course to prepare members to work with other members as supportive care -givers.  You 

will hear more about the nature of the program, when we get closer to completing our training in November.   

 

 Anyway, this is just a partial list of the groups with major changes in them.  And they are each doing well.   

The building we said we needed is allowing us to do so many things with so many age groups.   

  

 If you see something here or with some of our other continuing groups and you are interested, please call 

and find out how you can participate, too.  

  

Kirk   
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Christian Education 
ñWhat is God Up To?ò 

A Presbytery Wide  

Educational Event 
 

You are invited to join us on Sat-

urday, October 15th for a Presby-

tery wide educational event which 

is being hosted here at Church of 

the Cross!  Keynote speeches and 

workshops will be focused on the 

topic of evangelism.  What is the 

theology of evangelism?  How can 

we use social media (facebook, 

Twitter, etc) as a tool for evangel-

ism? How can we authentically 

share the Gospel in an increas-

ingly post-Christian and postmod-

ern culture?  These questions and 

more will be on the table for this 

daylong event which will include 

a lunch prepared by our own Sen-

ior High Youth Group (proceeds 

going towards their 2012 Mission 

Trip to Joplin, MO).  Registration 

is $10.  Please pick up a registra-

tion form at the information desk 

for more information. 

Discovery Preschool Open House 

 
August Open House brought nine new students.  Six had siblings attend 

before and 19 are returning from last year. 

 

 

49ers October Meeting 
Join us on October 4th to greet 

Lois Wohlner who will show 

slides and give a talk entitled 

ñSands of the Middle East.ò  

Lunch will be at 11:30 at the 

Venice Inn, 6920 Pacific Street. 

 

Lunch reservations and menu 

selections need to be made no 

later than September 30th.  Host-

esses are Phyllis Armstrong and 

Pat Caldwell.  Call Pat at 402-

339-5295 to make a reservation. 

MOPS and MOMS Next groups 

have started another new year!!   At 

our first meeting , we welcomed 12 

Moms into our group, with 5 brand 

new moms who attend other 

churches!!!  This is an exciting as-

pect of our MOPS group ï we love to see new faces!  Itôs not too late 

for YOU to join our MOPS group either!  Our next meeting is Tuesday, 

September 27th from 6:30 ï 8:00 P.M.  Child care is provided for the 

kids, with new VeggieTales curriculum being implemented.  We have 

some exciting activities and speakers planned for the mom, too!   

 

Plan to join us on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of the month! 
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Cross Currents 

 

The Cross Currents is published bi-
monthly by the Presbyterian Church of the 

Cross, 1517 South 114th Street, Omaha 

NE 68144-1799 

Cross Your Heart Moms 

 
Cross Your Heart Moms is a self-

organized group of moms of col-

lege students from PCoC.  We get 

together and make care packages 

for our students six times or so 

during the school year.  If you're 

the mom of a college student from 

PCoC, please join us!  Call or e-

mail Jean Waters for more infor-

mation.  Our first box-making 

event is October 2.   (Jean Waters: 

402-991-3278;  

waters.jean@gmail.com) 
 

ITôS THAT TIME OF 

YEAR 

The Presbyterian Women are col-

lecting 2.07 oz. Snickers Candy 

Bars ($.70 size) again for the 

Christmas stockings we made for 

the Prison Ministries.  Please 

bring your Snickers Bars to 

church and put them in the box at 

the Information Desk.  This is a 

fun way to include our members, 

families and young people in a 

service project which means so 

much to the inmates.  The Prison 

Ministry Christmas Stocking pro-

gram is so very important to those 

who are incarcerated, many of 

whom have never received a 

Christmas gift from anyone.  

Thank you for spreading a little 

Christmas Cheer!  

GREETERS NEEDED 

Now that we are back to 

two services, greeters are 

needed at the North and 

South entrances for both 

services.  We ask you to 

arrive 20 minutes before 

the service.  You will re-

ceive a reminder card at the beginning of the week. Please sign up at the 

Information Center.   

 

 

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP UPDATE  

Each Sunday, an Elder or Deacon is going to be 

one of the three persons hosting Coffee Fellow-

ship.  This will allow the congregation to be-

come better acquainted with these individuals.  

He or she will be asking 1-2 members of the 

congregation to assist; however, having congre-

gational members sign up ahead of time will be 

very helpful.  The Coffee Fellowship sign-up 

sheet is available at the Information Center. 

Along with serving coffee, tea, and lemonade, cookies are provided, 

and free-will contributions are very much appreciated to defray the 

costs. 

 

 

TABLES FOR EIGHT  

ñTables for Eightò is well underway, but if 

you would like to participate, we will add 

you to the ñSubstitute Listò until the next 

session begins, and then youôll become a 

ñregular.ò  The next session starts January 

1st, and deadline for registration is Decem-

ber 10th.  Registrations forms are available 

at the Information Center.  Thank You for 

your continued support and participation! 

 

 

The Congregational Life Committee 

 
  

mailto:waters.jean@gmail.com
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October Birthdays 
1 Emily Bennett, Larry DeRoin, 

Mary Johnson, Andrew Jones, 

Lida Koukol, Betty Woodhull 

2 Kim Burnham, Cadence Fritz 

Michelle Harrison, Sarah Harri-

son, Karen Metzger, Mary Win-

kless, Eileen Wright 

3 Susan Jones 

4 B. J. Bellmore, Christian Fritz, 

Essi Klikan, Tom Searson, Ba-

bette Williams 

5 Larry Keating 

6 Quintin Jaeger, John Stalnaker 

7 Melissa Rock, Polly Wyatt 

9 Suan Emmert, James Opoku, 

Jean Stevenson 

10 Emilee Sloan, Donna Wilhite, 

Leslie Wilhite 

11 Donna Adams, Shirley Belknap, 

Rachel Foehlinger, Andrea Rick-

ert 

12 Martha Nielsen, Kyle Schnabel 

13 Mike Morey, Amen Sekle, 

Robert Wyatt 

14 Jim Roberts 

15 Kathleen Cain, Lori Pirnie, 

Teresa Thorson 

16 Lacey Allen, Lisa Ashby, Ken-

neth Penney, Barb Studemann 

17 Velma Juarez, George Reid 

18 Alyssa Bizzarri, Jenn Hawthorne, 

Reagan, McNeel, Jennifer Spann, 

Tammie Will 

19 Patty Ambrose, Sue Jenkins 

20 Philip Holubeck, Linda Rathman, 

Stanton Weyand 

21 Nancy Buda, Landon Polzin, Jim 

Ritter, Jaxson Sykora 

22 Alice Chiasson, Linda Miller 

23 Ron Haddock, Don Miller, Tina 

Morgan, Darby Sladovnik, 

Harley Sladovnik, Sutton Sladov-

nik 

24 Susan McDowell, Cassidy Moore 

25 Laura Jones 

26 Don DeCosta, Tyler Wetuski 

27 Laura Sykora 

29 Bill McDowell, Karen 

Schumacher 

30 Lisa Couillard, Sam Jensen, Al 

Lown, Cheryl Summers 

31 Laura Falcone 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

 

 

2 

9:00 & 11:10 

Worship/

Communion 

10:00 Educa-

tion 

4-6 Jr. High 

6-8 Sr. High 

Cross  Currents 

Deadline 

3 

10:00 Staff 

5:30 Congrega-

tional Life 

6:30 Bldg. & 

Grds. 

7:00 W& M 

7:00 CE 

4 

1:00 Tuesday 

Study Bunch 

6:30 Crosse 

Posse 

6:30 Cross 

Care 

5 

4:45 Corner-

stone 

6:30 Piece-

Makers 

6:30 Chamber 

Singers 

7:30 Alleluia 

Singers 

6 

6:445 Carillon 

Choir 

7 8 

9 

9:00 & 11:10 

Worship 

2nd Grade 

Bibles 

10:00 Educa-

tion 

12:00 New 

Member Class 

4-6 Jr. High  

10 

10:00 Staff 

 

11 

1:00 Tuesday 

Study Bunch 

5:30 Member-

ship & Evan-

gelism 

6:30 MOPS 

6:30 Cross 

Care 

7:00 Mission 

12 

4:45 Corner-

stone 

6:30 Piece-

Makers 

6:30 Chamber 

Singers 

7:30 Alleluia 

Singers 

13 

4:30-6 PW 

Coordinating 

Team 

6:45 Carillon 

Choir 

14 15 

Presbyterian 

Evangelism 

Event 

16 

9:00 & 11:10 

Worship 

10:00 Educa-

tion 

6-8 Sr. High  

Cross Currents 

Deadline 

17 

10:00 Staff 

7:00 Deacons 

18 

1:00 Tuesday 

Study Bunch 

5:30 Finance 

6:30 Crosse 

Posse 

6:30 Cross 

Care 

6-8 Discovery 

19 

4:45 Corner-

stone 

5:15 PCOC 

Book Group 

6:30 Piece-

Makers 

6:30 Chamber 

Singers 

20 

6:45 Carillion 

Choir 

21 22 

23 

9:00 & 11:10 

Worship 

10:00 Educa-

tion 

4-6 Jr. High 

6-8 Sr. High 

 

24 

10:00 Staff 

7:00 Session 

25 

1:00 Tuesday 

Study Bunch 

6:30 MOPS 

6:30 Cross 

Care 

26 

4:45 Corner-

stone 

6:30 Piece-

Makers 

6:30 Chamber 

Singers 

7:30 Alleluia 

Singers 

27 

9:30 Ruth 

Circle 

6:45 Carillon 

Choir 

7:00 Lydia 

Circle 

28 29 

30 

9:0 & 11:10 

Worship 

10:00 Educa-

tion 

4-6 Jr. High 

6-8 r. High 

Cross Currents 

Deadline 

31 

10:00 Staff 

     

October 2011 
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2011 Adult Mission Trip to Camp Calvin Crest  
 
July was a very hot month but 14 adults volunteered to go to Camp Calvin Crest for a 3-day mission work trip July 21-
23 and they showed up!  Some worked all 3 days, some 2 days, and some 1 day.  The Mission Committee decided 
that we should stay closer to home this year considering the local flooding issues.  Camp Calvin Crest does so much 
to develop our children spiritually using outdoor experiences, so giving back seemed natural. 
 
Thursday morning, rain greeted us all morning so we worked on 2 indoor projects:  sewing cot covers and painting 
bunk beds.  We wanted to work on the retaining wall but it was slick and muddy in that 
area.  So, in the lobby of the Proett Center, Linda Miller and Janelle Davis set up tables, 
a bolt of canvas stored in a 55-gallon drum, 2 sewing machines, and then began pinning 

and sewing cot covers.  This was a project that 
the camp could not get anyone to do.  Way to go 
girls!  They were joined on Friday by Irene 
Boomgaarden and Katherine Gazzetta.  These 
additional helpers really made the job easier as 
there were lots of steps and lining up the heavy 
canvas helped the sewers immensely.  Many 
needles were broken, replaced, and they worked 
on!  The final count?  The girls made 25 cot cov-
ers!  They want to go back this fall to make 35 
more to meet the camp need of 60. 
 
The guys trucked on down to Cabin 1 and 2 to 
prime coat the bunk beds that had a lot of writing 
on them.  We did such a good job that when we got done, we were assigned 
Cabin 6 and 7.  Friday afternoon, we started over at the beginning and top-

coated them.  All totaled, we painted 46 beds twice.  Our painters were:  Jon ñWet-T-Shirtò Boomgaarden, Jim ñRollerò 
Miller, Dave ñCrawlerò Gazzetta, Leon ñSore-Kneesò Davis, John ñBack-Sprainò Bennett, Keith ñCutterò Allen, Curt 
ñMissed-A-Spotò Field, Frank ñFinesserò McMullen, Danny ñStory-Tellerò Whitlow, and Hugh ñGamerò Stoddard. 
 
We ate breakfast, lunch and dinner with the campers and staff in the dining hall and stayed overnight in Proett Center 
rooms with ñair conditioningò.  For those working all 3 days, Janelle, John, Hugh and Jon, they swam in the pool, took 
hikes to the river, and enjoyed fellowship in the Proett Center lounge.  The Camp Calvin Crest staffers provided awe-
some support ï thanks Craig, Bob, Joy and Michelle! 
 
We plan to work again at Camp Calvin Crest this fall!  There is a railroad tie 
wall that needs fixing and 35 cot covers to sew.  Even if you donôt know how to 
sew, we need lots of pinners.  Your willingness to helps get the job done 
quicker.  We encourage you to enjoy the "Spirit of Mission", as you are willing 
and able, as Christôs servants. 
 
Jon Boomgaarden 
Moderator, Mission Committee 

          Spirit  of Mission 
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